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He Hears My Call 
By Charis I. Neilson 


HE stars in their appointed place 
Are numbered, Lord, by Thee; 
And Thou hast given them their names, 
Yet—Thou rememberest me. 


A sparrow cannot drop to earth 
But Thou dost mark its fall; 

Thou art the God omnipotent, 
Yet—Thou dost hear my call. 


No merit in my hands I bring— 
Thy Son redemption bought, 

And by His grace and sacrifice 
This miracle is wrought. 


That I may call, and Thou wilt hear; 
My sins Thou hast forgiven, 

And I may serve and praise Thee here, 
And one day enter Heaven. 


ye 
The View From the Tower 


Circumstances are those things that 
stand around us. Dr, Griffith Thomas 
used to point out that, therefore, we 
ought not to be “under the circum- 
stances.” We cannot avoid them, for 
they are part of life, and sometimes in 
the line of duty they can be very un- 
pleasant. But our attitude toward them 
makes a great difference in their effect 
upon us. We can be so conscious of 
them, so occupied with them that we are 


caught in “the web of circumstance,” 
and our efficiency is greatly reduced. 
But there is a way for the Christian to 
be above them mentally and spiritually. 
There is a beautiful thought in a foot- 
note to Psalm 46 in the American Stand- 
ard Version (1901) which gives the fol- 
lowing reading for verses 7 and II: 
“Jehovah of hosts is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our high tower.” The same 
thought is found in Proverbs 18:10: “The 
name of Jehovah is a strong tower, the 
righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” 
In that high and strong Tower the be- 
liever may find three good things: pro- 
tection, perspective, peace, See the pic- 
ture of a man running from an enemy, 
reaching the tower just in time, climb- 
ing up into it, breathless perhaps, and 
finding complete safety beyond the reach 
of his pursuer. As we take refuge in 
that Name, which is above every name, 
we are beyond the reach of our “adver- 
sary the devil, as a roaring lion,” who 
goes about “seeking whom he may de- 
vour” (1 Pet. 5:8). Then we get a bet- 
ter view and see things in their right 


perspective, for we are above the cir- 
cumstances. We see things from God's 
point of view, and some that loom large 
become very small, and we shall prob- 
ably detect some blessings that we never 
noticed before. Finally, in that high 
Tower we may know “the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding,” for 
our minds will be stayed on Him (Phil. 
4:7; Isa. 26:3). In Bible times there were 
little towers in the gardens and vine- 
yards, where watchers sat to drive off 
birds that would destroy grain and fruit, 
There are towers today where, in dry 
weather, forest rangers watch for fires all 
over the United States; towers where 
traffic control men guide airliners to safe 
landings at the airports; towers on hills 
and mountains which people climb just 
to get a better view. In all of these 
there are suggestions of what God would 
do for His people in the way of protec- 
tion, guidance, and clearer vision. It is 
well to make it a practice to mount into 
that Tower early every morning, before 
we begin to walk through the circum- 
stances of the day, 


b 


ll. Testimonies From the New Reformation 


This is the second in a series of three editorials by Ernest Gordon, 
translating from the French testimonies of men who have come out of 
Roman Catholicism, 


priest of the Carmelite Order and 
Doctor of Letters. He is now pro- 
fessor of Holy Scripture and Hebrew in 
the soundly evangelical Theological Fac- 
ulty at Aix-en-Provence in France. “No 
Longer Can I Remain a Roman Catholic” 
is the title of his statement: Why? 
“Because I no longer march in the 
same direction as Rome. Catholicism 
is the result of a long evolution, still 


(G ore MILLON is a former 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For God hath not appointed 
us to wrath, but to obtain sal- 
vation by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Who died for us, that, whether 
we wake or sleep, we should 
live together with him” (1 
Thess. 5:9, 10). 























unfinished, in which errors are mixed 
with undeniable truths. Catholicism has 
bound itself by itself. It cannot go in 
any other direction than that which it 
has irrevocably chosen, without denying 
itself. It has cut its bridges and cannot 
now repent. This evolution carries it 
daily further from the teaching of Christ 
and the apostles. The promulgation of 
the dogma of the Assumption is a new 
stage, awaiting still others. 

“I can no longer be Roman Catholic 
since I can no longer subscribe to doc- 
trine which does not accept the witness 
of Scripture. All that is of Christ re- 
ceives this witness, as Christ Himself re- 
ceived it. To support tradition by the 
authority of the Church and the authority 
of the Church by tradition is a vicious 
circle, 

“I can no longer be a Roman Catholic 
because the doctrine of Christ is infi- 
nitely richer than Catholic theology. 
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Catholic theology seems rich because of 
accumulation of opinions and reasonings 
in which dogma is enveloped. This can- 
not hide its poverty. It is a marvelous 
experience, that of turning over one’s 
thinking to Christ and then seeing 
emerge the extreme riches of the thought 
of God. How poor is the Summa Theo- 
logica (of Thomas Aquinas) beside it. 
One is justified in saying of Catholic 
poverty, ‘And knowest not that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked?’” (Rev. 3:17.) 

“I can no longer be a Catholic because 
Rome assigns to the spiritual life a term 
which is not that imposed by Christ. 
What Rome calls ‘perfection’ does not 
correspond with that which the Apostle 
Paul calls ‘the new man,’ capable of dis- 
cerning good and evil, the true and the 
false. Such a maturity, such discern- 
ment are impossible in Catholicism 
where error and even evil are legalized 
(imposed). In spite of the ‘saints,’ with 
which Rome adorns herself, she is un- 
able to form other than spiritual babes. 
Here spiritual life is dethroned. 

“I cannot longer be Roman Catholic 
because I cannot associate in the prosti- 
tution of the Church nor in its relations 
with the powers of darkness. Not only 
does Rome seek support from the world 
but relations with the dead. Around 
the cult of ‘saints’ and prayers for the 
dead a formidable spiritual system has 
been organized. It is one of the sins 
which provoked the destruction of Ca- 
naan. Catholic miracles are impure. 
Lourdes is one of the capitals of this 
impurity. 

“And if I have anything to say to my 
brethren who are still in the bondage of 
Rome, it is not to invite them to sit down 
in the shadow of a Calvin or a Wesley, 
but to pass on beyond . . . to go back 
to the Master. The Reformation must 
begin again after three hundred years 
of stagnation and even decomposition. 
In a resolute abandonment of Catholic 
errors, as well as Protestant ones, of 
Catholic traditions as also Protestant, it 
must recover, in the absolute of God’s 
will, the power to start again the march 
of the multitudes now seated in the 
shadow of death.” 

POSTSCRIPT 


This note of reflection on current Prot- 
estantism is also expressed in a state- 
ment of Thomas Kronhelm, a German 
Catholic priest, who has recently entered 
the German Lutheran Church. It must 
be remembered that the Roman Catholic 
Church in Germany is far superior to 
Catholicism elsewhere. Dr. Kronhelm 
has this to say of pastoral care in Prot- 
estantism: 

“The prospective Catholic pastor 
learns, in classroom, scientific exegesis 
of Scripture; but alongside of this, daily 
at meals, he practices Scripture exposi- 
tion for spiritual needs. Only this way 
of handling Scripture is fruitful for 
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preaching and for giving pastoral guid- 
ance, 

“In Protestant pastors’ meetings I often 
have the feeling of being in.a group 
of philologists and historians. It is pain- 
ful when German Protestant pastors give 
the impression, even at advanced age, 
of being disputatious students. The 
heart seeking edification is left empty. 

“Also for the spiritual upbuilding of 
the parish, one carries nothing from such 
meetings. The failure to be conscious of 
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one’s calling as a Christian shepherd of 
Souls explains why Protestant pastors 
allow themselves to be influenced by 
political and philosophical currents. Ger- 
man Catholic pastoral care casts every- 
thing away which is not of service in 
its peculiar task.” 

This points out a major danger to the 
Church which Modernist theology carries 
with it. Converts from Catholicism are 
repelled from multitudes of Protestant 


(Continued on page 45) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


The Isaiah Manuscript 


Several years ago, you published an 
article about an ancient manuscript of 
Isaiah found in Palestine. Later you 
had some articles that were shorter 
on later developments when various 
people proclaimed the authenticity of 
the manuscript. The question that I 
would like to ask is, Have there been 
any further developments in this dis- 
covery pertaining to translation that 
you have published, and if you have 
not published any, do you know of any 
publications that have articles on this 
topic?—An Army reader. 

Dr. Joseph P. Free, professor of 
Archaeology at Wheaton College and 
Archaeological Editor of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo.t Times, replies: 

“In addition to various summaries on 
it in THE Sunpay Scuwoot Trmes (March 
6, 1949, etc.), my book, ‘Archaeology and 
Bible History,’ pp, 205-207, gives a con- 
cise summary with Bibliographical ref- 
ferences to other articles and works, 

“Millar Burrows, in the Journal of 
Biblical Literature (Sept., 1949), deals 
with ‘Orthography, Morphology, and 
Syntax of the St. Mark’s Isaiah Manu- 
script.’ 

“The American Schools of Oriental Re- 
search, Drawer 93A, Yale Station, New 
Haven, Conn., have supervised the issu- 
ing of a rather technical book on the 
Isaiah manuscript, which would be use- 
ful to one familiar with Hebrew and 
ancient languages and at home in ad- 
vanced Biblical studies. If one wrote 
to them and ordered the book on the 
Isaiah manuscript, it would be the sim- 
plest way to obtain it. 

“Also, the American Schools of Orien- 
tal Research have just published a 
monograph called ‘The Qumran (Dead 
Sea) Scrolls and Palaeography.’ It deals 
with those who try to date the Isaiah 
manuscript late, and is very well done, 
though dealing with the technicalities 
of the forms of Hebrew letters of the 
alphabet, etc. This monograph may be 
ordered from the American Schools of 
Oriental Research at the above address 
for $1.50.” 

“One day in the spring of 1948,” writes 
Dr. Free in his book,! “John C. Trever, 


i“Archaeology and Bible History” (Van 
Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIl., $5). 


one of the Fellows at the American 
School of Oriental Research in Jeru- 
salem, taking a phone call for the School, 
learned that Father Sowmy of the Syr- 
ian Orthodox Convent wished some in- 
formation on five ancient Hebrew scrolls 
recently acquired by the convent from 
some Arabs. After the scrolls were 
brought to the School, Dr. Trever ex- 
amined and photographed one manu- 
script, which later proved to be a copy 
of the Book of Isaiah. A photograph 
was sent to W. F. Albright of the Johns 
Hopkins University, who concluded that 
the form of the script would indicate a 
date of about 100 B.C. Such an early 
manuscript of Isaiah is of great signifi- 
cance, inasmuch as the oldest manuscript 
up to the present time dates from about 
900 A.D. Even more important is the 
close agreement between this newly 
found Jerusalem manuscript and the tra- 
ditional Hebrew text which was copied 
much later. Millar Burrows of Yale in- 
dicates that there is nothing in this 
manuscript which can be called ‘a major 
addition or omission’ and that there is 
‘no important dislocation or disarrange- 
ment of the text.’ The substantial agree- 
ment between this ancient manuscript 
and those of a thousand years later shows 
the care with which Biblical manu- 
scripts were eopied, and adds to our as- 
surance concerning the substantial ac- 
curacy of the later manuscripts’ from 
which our English translations were 
made.” 
w 


What About Dramatics 
in High School and College? 


May I ask you for some help? I am 
a member of a committee on the 
“clarification and definition of ’s 
stand on the drama, and campus dra- 
matics in particular.” My assignment 
is to obtain testimonials of Christians 
on the subject of dramatics. 

THE SunpAy ScHoo. Times carried 
several articles in 1947 on the subject. 
Is it possible for you to furnish me 
with . . . copies of issues of May 24 
and 31, with articles by Herbert Lock- 
yer; and issues of November 15, 22, 29. 
and December 20, with articles by H. 
Clay Trumbull? 


I should be deeply grateful to you 
(Continued on page 45) 
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ll. How To Become “’Partakers of the Divine Nature” 


Two things that constitute true repentance 





N LAST week's article we considered 
the matter of true righteousness, that 
is, righteousness of the heart which 

manifests itself in holy living and pure 
conduct as the first essential which the 
Lord Jesus Christ pointed out as abso- 
lutely necessary to real spiritual life and 
growth. It is not a matter of external 
rites and ceremonies and pious conduct, 
but it is the righteousness of the heart 
which has been made right by an act 
of God's grace In other words, it is 
that which can be brought about only 
by the activity of the Holy Spirit and 
not through man’s effort, however good 
his intentions and desires may be. 

Tn this article we shall be thinking 
about the necessity of repentance. The 
Lord’s words concerning this are found 
in the thirteenth chapter of Luke, verses 
3 and 5, where He says, “Except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish.” He 
was speaking to the people, some of 
whom had mentioned to Him the awful 
fate which had befallen some of the Gal- 
ileans whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices. The Lord explained 
that this had not happened because these 
Galileans were worse than the others in 
that territory, and that the eighteen per- 
sons who had been killed by the falling 
of the tower of Siloam were not to be 
considered any worse than the other in- 
habitants of Jerusalem. These people 
who had so suffered were not to be con- 
sidered worse than those who had been 
spared. Then twice He gave them the 
solemn warning. “Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish.” Repentance is 
the first step which must be taken if 
we are to obtain the true righteousness 
of which we were thinking last week. 
True repentance always contains two ele- 
ments or factors, both of which are of 
very great importance. Let us think of 
them for a few minutes at this time, 


Understanding the True Nature of Sin 
The first is a true sorrow for the sins 
and mistakes of the past. One of the 
things which it is usually difficult for 
the average person to understand in any 
adequate sense is the true nature of sin 
We are so accustomed to it. As the 
Psalmist said, “In sin did my mother 
conceive me,” that is to say, when I was 
brought into the world I was born with 
a nature that was prone to sin, as the 
result of my heredity. That is equally 
true of every one of us today. Because 
we are born with that sort of nature, 
which very early in life has its way and 
follows its natural bent, we are all so 
accustomed to sin and to sinning that 
we fail to realize what it is in its essence, 
namely, rebellion against God. It is the 
willful stepping over what we know is 


This is the second in a series of seven 
articles by Dr. Soltau, pastor of the 
First Evangelical Church, Memphis, 
Tenn. Succeeding articles will pre- 
sent studies of these subjects: The 
New Birth, Spiritual Nourishment, 
Childlike Faith, Death to Living, 
Abiding in Christ. 








His revealed will for us and the defiant 
setting up of our wills against His. For 
that reason all our sins are acts of law- 
lessness againt God’s holy command- 
ments and have brought us into a state 
of guilt before Him. As the meaning of 
this really breaks upon our minds, we 
realize. something of the sorrow we have 
caused Him who brought us into being 
and who created us for fellowship with 
Himself and with those in whom He 
could rejoice. It is sin and sin alone 
that has brought the whole world and 
the entire human race into the terrible 
state in which we find ourselves today 
Greed, lust, injustice, cruelty, and all 
that they have brought with them are 
the manifestations of this lawlessness 
and rebellion against the will and the 
commands of God. As Paul, the apostle, 
writes in his Letter to the Colossians 
“And you, that were sometime alienated 
and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works”—that is the Holy Spirit’s descrip- 
tion of all men until they have come face 
to face with themselves before God and 
have realized their sinfulness and there- 
fore their lost condition An _ under- 
standing of this cannot but fill the heart 
with grief and sorrow over the mistakes 
and sins of the past. This is the first 
step in repentance. While it is abso- 
lutely necessary, it is not in itself suffi- 
cient and by itself is useless insofar 
as having any permanent effect is con- 
cerned. 

The second step in repentance is a 
solemn determination that by God’s 
grace the mistakes and sins of the past 
will not be repeated, It is an act of the 
will. As I have often told people, the 
will is the arena in which the great con- 
flicts of our lives are fought out. While 
we may be very sorry for the mistakes 
and sins of the past, and wish that we 
had not committed them, it is quite a 
different thing to say that we determine 
by God’s grace never to be guilty of 
repeating them in the future. Our sins 
and our wrong habits have a peculiar 
fascination for us, and that is the rea- 
son they have become habits which have 
wrapped themselves around us like 
strong cords or chains which we are 
almost powerless to break. The great 
difference between remorse and repent- 
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ance lies just here: the first, while it 
is sorrow for the past, has no provision 
or plan for the future; while repentance 
has not only a godly sorrow for the past, 
but also a holy determination in regard 
to the future. Judas Iseariot evidently 
had remorse for his sin in betraying 
his Lord, but that there was no true 
repentance is evident from the fact that 
he made no effort to ask for forgiveness 
and took his own life in his desperation 

Let us briefly look at this matter of 
the second step in repentance. It will 
contain séveral steps or stages: (1) As 
the realization of the rebellious nature 
of sin in general and the lawlessness 
of my own sins comes into my heart, it 
will in turn engender or produce, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, a loath- 
ing and hatred of sin in all its impurity 
and corruption, together with its ines- 
capable doom. As Paul writes in Ro- 
mans, “O wretched man that I am! who 
shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?” Whenever a man becomes con- 
scious for the first time of the presence 
of God, a sense of his own uncleanness 
and corruption always burns itself into 
his soul, causing him to cry out in his 
agony of spirit. (2) The second stage 
comes with the determination that at 
all costs the power of sin must be broken 
and those habits which have been drag- 
ging me away from God and causing me 
to break His holy laws shall be torn 
from me and cast away, whatever the 
cost may be and whatever the effort 
that may be required. This is that 
solemn and holy determination to have 
done with all that I know is wrong, that 
the will of God may have the supreme 
place in my life and that in all things 
He may be glorified and His purposes 
fulfilled. Needless to say, such a pur- 
pose can never be fulfilled by human 
strength alone and unaided. 


God’s Readiness To Forgive and Cleanse 

It is at this point that the power and 
the promises of God must be taken into 
consideration and brought into use, “Him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out” are the Lord’s words, and we can 
always be absolutely certain that, how- 
ever conscious we may be of our weak- 
ness and desirous of His strength, we 
cannot be nearly so anxious to receive 
His help and sustaining grace as He is 
to grant them to us, if only we are ready 
to meet His conditions of faith and obe- 
dience. A humble and quiet depend- 
ence upon Him and a clear recognition 
of our own helplessness, apart from His 
strength, are all that is necessary to 
bring the fruits of repentance to a full 
issue in our lives, and to bring about 
such a change in our daily walk and con- 








44 (4) * 


duct as will be a source of amazement, 
not only to ourselves but to our friends 
also. To go back for a moment to the 
circumstances under which the words of 
our text were spoken, in them the Lord 
pointed out the absolute necessity for all 
men to repent. It is not, and will never 
be, a question of some being less sinners 
than others and therefore having less 
cause for repentance. .“All have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God.” 
All therefore are under condemnation 
before the bar of His justice, and all 
must repent in order to become recipi- 
ents of His grace and to open the way 
for His Spirit to come in and take con- 
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trol, transforming their lives and charac- 
ters, and making them new creatures in 
Christ Jesus. 

Our God and Father, grant to us and 
to all of Thy children an increasing 
sense of the true nature of sin in all 
of its blackness and corruption, that 
we may shrink from it in horror, and 
ever seek to live under the guidance 
and in the enabling power of the Holy 
Spirit, that more and more our lives 
may be to Thy honor and glory. This 
we ask in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

(To be continued) 


The Background and Origin of “Daily Light” 


How the devotional book of hundreds of thousands around the world came into being 


“Seek ye out the book of the Lord, 

and read” (Isa,°34: 16). 

HE origin of “Daily Light”! is so 

closely bound up with the family of 
Bagster and the publishing company of 
that name that the proper background 
of the compilation of this most popular 
of all Protestant daily devotional books 
must necessarily include some account 
of Samuel Bagster, his antecedents, life, 
and work. 

Samuel Bagster was born on Decem- 
ber 26, 1772, the second son of George 
and Mary Bagster of a Lyme Regis fam- 
ily whose earliest recorded ancestor was 
Lieutenant James Bagster of the Royal 
Navy, who lived during the reigns of 
Charles II and James II, a contemporary 
of Samuel Pepys. 

Samuel Bagster’s father, a Royal 
tradesman and merchant, with numer- 
ous connections with his native Lyme 
Regis and the West of England, was a 
member of the congregation that assem- 
bled for prayers under the pastorship of 
Dr. Andrew Gifford, a Baptist minister 
and notable antiquarian and assistant 
librarian at the British Museum. It was 
at these prayer meetings that George 
Bagster met Mr. John Birch, whose 
daughter, Eunice Birch, Samuel Bagster 
later married. 

When Samuel Bagster was seven years 
of age, his father sent him to a school 
in Northampton, the principal of which 
was the Rev. John Ryland, a Baptist 
minister, whose son was the well-known 
Dr. Ryland of Bristol. From his father 
and from the Rev. John Ryland, Samuel 
Bagster learned the precepts and the 
practice of a devout Christian, which 
sustained him throughout his life and 
which in turn he passed on to his chil- 
dren, 

When his schooling was over, which 
was when he was fifteen, he was appren- 
ticed to a bookseller of the Strand, Lon- 
don, a Mr. William Otridge, and on com- 
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pletion of his seven years’ apprenticeship, 
he opened his own bookshop at 81 
Strand, on April 19, 1794. His own diary 
records that he wore the dress of the 
period, full-bottomed coat with silver 
buttons, silver buckled shoes, and long, 
powdered hair with a queue, or pigtail. 
In later years, he wore a frock coat, with 
knee breeches and drab gaiters, a dress 
he continued to favor to the end of his 
days, long after the Quakers themselves 
had discarded this distinctive and sober 
style of dress, 

Samuel Bagster, as one might expect 
from a high-principled and religious- 
minded man, made it a rule, from the 
day he entered business on his own ac- 
count, that he would never have on his 
shelves any book which might be con- 
sidered questionable by the most deli- 
cate of minds, this, in the days when 
the general run of booksellers were of 
quite a different character. 

He married Eunice Birch, daughter of 
his father’s friend, at the Parish Church 
of St. Giles in the Field, on December 
19, 1797. She was a brave woman of 
high principles and steadfast faith, a real 
helpmeet to her husband throughout 
their long married life. She died the 
day before her hundredth birthday, a 
few months after she had been honored 
by a personal visit from Queen Victoria, 
who, it is said, knelt ‘at Mrs, Bagster’s 
bedside to receive the blessing of this 
her revered and venerable subject. 

Samuel Bagster, as is well known, was 
the first publisher to issue the King 
James Bible printed on the thin paper 
that is so general today. Bibles until 
then had always been thick, dumpy 
volumes, heavy and awkward to carry 
about. He also was the originator of 
the central column references, which are 
a feature of most modern editions of the 
Bible. It is not generally known that 
Isaac Pitman, the inventor of the now 
world-famous system of shorthand writ- 
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ing, personally verified the whole of the 
first set of central column references for 
Samuei Bagster, who later published 
Pitman’s first book of phonographic 
writing. 

Samuel and Eunice Bagster were 
blessed with twelve children, and it is 
Jonathan, their tenth child, who was 
mainly responsible for the idea and for 
the method by which “Daily Light” was 
compiled. He was the editor in chief, 
and his daughter Ann his chief assistant, 

The practice of corporate daily wor- 
ship had always been followed in the 
family, and it was the daily text that 
Jonathan Bagster selected that the fam- 
ily, joined together in prayer, were asked 
to illustrate by further applicable texts. 
The resultant Scripture quotations were 
then carefully considered, discussed, and 
arranged by common consent of all those 
present, after which the manuscript 
would be laid aside for further prayer 
and meditation to see if there would be 
any guidance for its further improve- 
ment. Sometimes it was weeks before 
it was felt that the reading for a par- 
ticular day could not be improved, and 
then that page would be sent to the 
printer to be set into type. Later of 
course it would be read and corrected 
and all the references verified. 

Each day for over two years the read- 
ings were compiled, corrected, and im- 
proved in this way until the whole book 
was ready for publication in two vol- 
umes, one of the morning readings and 
the other of the evening readings, 

Robert Bagster, one of Jonathan Bag- 
ster’s sons, who as a lad was present 
with the family at these daily prayers, 
wrote these words many years after: 

Few are able to appreciate the heart- 
searching care with which every text 
was selected, the days, nay the weeks of 
changes, alterations, and improvements, 
until at last each page was passed to the 
printer. It has been said that each page 
was prayed over. This is true enough, 
but far less than the fact that portions 
were left over for weeks to see if any 
further guidance came. It has struck me 
as a wonderful thought that hundreds 
of thousands of Christians throughout 
the world. to its remotest corners are 
each day reading the same page with its 
message of comfort and help. 

The truth of the last statement is borne 
out by the many letters that are still 
received by the company named after its 
founder and his sons, Samuel Bagster & 
Sons. These letters tell of the help that 
“Daily Light” has been and still is to 
missionaries, from the frozen north of 
Canada and Alaska to the steaming heat 
of the jungles of Assam, Burma, and 





1“Daily Light,” published by Samuel Bag- 
ster & Sons, Ltd., London, whose agents in 
the U. S. A. are Harper & Bros., New York 16. 
Copies may be ordered through the Times 
Book Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Philadel- 
phia 3. Large type editions, measuring 4'%2x5'% 
inches, Bible paper, cost $3.50 cloth, $4.75 fab- 
ricoid, $6 leather; India paper, $7.50 leather. 
Small-type vest-pocket editions, measuring 
2 11-16x4% inches, Bible paper. cost $2 cloth, 
$3.50 leather; India paper, $4.50 leather, 66 
Morocco, leather lined. 
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tropical Africa, and every climate be- 
tween these extremes, 

Many famous people have read “Daily 
Light” every day as a supplement to 
their daily reading of the Scriptures. 
Copies were presented to the present 
Queen of England, when, as Princess 
Elizabeth, she was married to the Duke 
of Edinburgh. Dr, Gordon Cosmo Lang, 
the late Archbishop of Canterbury, men- 
tioned in his autobiography that he used 
a copy that had belonged to his mother. 
A copy was left to Lady Reid Dick, wife 
of the famous English sculptor, by a 
friend, who named this book as an item 
in her £13,000 ($36,000) will. Mahatma 
Gandhi, though a Hindu, in an interview 
with a Christian missionary in Calcutta 
many years ago, said, “In the practice of 
devotion I derive benefit from the study 
of Christian literature,” and showed the 
missionary his copy of “Daily Light.” 

“Daily Light” has been translated into 
many languages, including Armenian, 
Arabic, French, German, Icelandic, Per- 
sian, Japanese, Swahili, and six Indian 
tongues, though not all are now avail- 
able. The British Institute for the Blind 
has copies in Braille in its library. 

LONDON, ENG, 
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The New Reformation 
(Continued from second page) 


churches just because of this neo-Uni- 
tarian deadness. 

Pasteur Pierre Nicolle, who is minis- 
ter of a very large Assembly in Rouen, 
was not a priest, but was brought up a 
Roman Catholic, and his church people 


come wholly from the Catholic and 
pagan masses. In his publication, Viens 
et Vois (“Come and See”), he tells of 


his spiritual past: 

“I lived the first twenty years of my 
life in agonizing uncertainty regarding 
the vital question. I was not of those 
who laugh at Jupiter without believing 
in Jehovah. I was a soul disillusioned 
with all that life, the world, and even 
religion had brought to me up to that 
time. No peace in soul, no joy in heart, 
no end in life, not the least hope on my 
horizon! The single real certainty came 
from my daily experience of being a 
slave. I had the will to do good, but 
not the power, nor could I detach myself 
from my servitude (Rom, 7). Slave of 
the law, slave of sin! 

“But on one marvelous and unforget- 
table day, I was allowed the most glori- 
ous experience it is given a son of the 
dust to have. Before living, one must 
be born, and it is precisely because I 
was born of the Spirit fram on High that 
it has been given me to be what I am. 
There is an axiom of Descartes, the phi- 
losopher, ‘I think, therefore I am.’ As 
for myself, taking my stand on the dec- 
laration of Him who is the Word of God, 
I say, ‘I believe, therefore I live.’ 

“I was a Catholic by birth and not 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


by choice. I have abandoned that re- 
ligion, since it does not respond to the 
desiderata of my conscience. I have not 
become a Protestant, believing Protes- 
tantism to be a reaction against certain 
errors, useful without doubt, but incom- 
plete. I have therefore become simply 
a Christian without any other qualifica- 
tion, and this not by natural filiation or 
by intellectual choice. My assurance of 
salvation rests on a triple base: the dec- 
larations of the Word of God, the interior 
witness of the Spirit of God, and the 
factual evidence in my personal experi- 
ence of personal transformation, 

“Making a leap of nineteen centuries 
back, past Catholic errors and Protestant 
timidities, I have returned to the sources 
to reach a real knowledge of the person 
of Jesus Christ. I do not despise com- 
mentaries, and I respect the Reformers, 
but my only book is The Book. 

“The basis of my faith is the written 
Word. The object of my faith is the 
living Word.” 
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What About Dramatics? 


(Continued from second page) 


as the Editor of THe SuNpAyY ScHOOL 

Times for an expression of your deep 

convictions on dramatics in Christian 

high schools, colleges, and churches.— 

A teacher. 

It was possible to send copies of the 
articles requested in this case, but no 
more are available for distribution. They 
were, “Dramatics in the Church,” in two 
installments, by Dr, Lockyer: and a four- 
part reprint of a chapter entitled “Which 
Side of the Theater Door?” from Dr, H. 
Clay Trumbull’s very fine book, “Border 
Lines in the Field of Doubtful Prac- 
tices” (out of print). Dr. Trumbull an- 
swered in the affirmative the question, 
“Does the Stage Injure an Actor’s Per- 
sonality?” and discussed “The Moral In- 


fluence of the Stage,” and “Why the 
Actor’s Profession Is Unworthy.” 
THe Sunpay Scuoo. Times is not in 


favor of dramatic presentations, such as 
plays and pageants, that require elabo- 
rate scenery, costumes, and preparation, 
because the Times believes they create 
an artificial atmosphere, place children 
and young people too much in the lime- 
light, and may easily give them a liking 
for movies and the theater. The Times 
is not opposed to all simple dialogues, 
where no special costumes are required, 
and which may be used to stress the 
importance of missions or certain phases 
of Sunday school work. For instance, 
it is sometimes helpful, especially in 
Sunday school meetings, if missionaries 
or missionary candidates appear in the 
costume of the country which they rep- 
resent; and sometimes conversations on 
the platform between two or more peo- 
ple may be helpful. But they need to 
be carefully guarded so that sacred 
things will not be dealt with in an ir- 
reverent or ludicrous way; and they 
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ought to be presented in a dignified, de- 
cent, and serious manner, 

It is sometimes argued that dramatics 
teach young people how to carry them- 
selves on the platform and how to speak 
in public. But the Tres believes that 
training in dramatics can be detrimental 
to the preaching and the platform man- 
ner of a minister or evangelist. The 
greatest and most eloquent preachers 
never had any training in dramatics— 
for example, George Whitefield, John 
Wesley, C. H. Spurgeon, D. L, Moody, 
A. T. Pierson, and many others. What 
makes Gospel preaching appeal most 
strongly to most people is earnestness, 
sincerity, deep conviction on the part of 
the speaker, vivid and picturesque lan- 
guage, clarity of thought and speech, 
logical presentation of the subject, skill- 
ful and proper use of Scripture, and the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit. 
Some of the best writers on public speak- 
ing have said that true eloquence is 
produced by deep conviction and sin- 
cerity. Benjamin Franklin and Lord 
Chesterfield delighted to hear George 
Whitefield, even though their hearts were 


not open to his message Sir William 
Robertson Nicoll, former editor of the 
British Weekly, considered C. H. Spur- 


geon to be one of the three or four great- 
orators in England during the last 
century, putting him in the same class 
with John Bright and William E, Glad- 
stone. Spurgeon was dramatic, without 
ever having any training in dramatics; 
and his autobiography, his lectures to 
his students on preaching, and a great 
many of his sermons lead one to believe 
that he wouid have no time for modern 
dramatics in Christian 
or churches 

Summing up, the Trmes holds that dra- 
matics are bad for young people because 


est 


schools, colleges, 


they consume much time that could be 
better spent in other things; because 
they keep them in an atmosphere of 


illusion and unreality, and require them 
to act and speak in ways that are not 
natural to them, and which they cannot 
deeply feel: because they often feed the 
pride of young people; may 
easily lead them to have a for 
seeing movies and and 
enter the profession of 
of the worldly atmosphere 
surrounds dramatics; and 
is no hint of approval of any such thing 
in the New Testament. 


because they 
passion 
even to 
acting: because 
that 


because 


plays, 


often 


there 


v2 


for the 
by our 


If we would show decision 
truth we must not only do so 
tone and manner, but by our daily ac- 
tions. A man’s life is always more 
forcible than his speech; when men take 
stock of him .they reckon his deeds as 
pounds and his words as pence. If his 
life and his doctrine disagree the mass 
of lookers-on accept his practice and re- 
ject his preaching. We must show our 
decision for the truth by the sacrifices 
we are ready to make.—C, H, Spurgeon, 


_ 





46 (6) # 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


January 17, 1953 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





of all problems in evangelism. 

The Nile Press in Cairo is the 
most appropriate agency for the solu- 
tion of that problem. It is international 
in scope. Every day its Arabic trans- 
lations of “Daily Notes of the Scrip- 
ture Union” go out from the Voice of 
the Andes in Quito, Ecuador. In Egypt 
they appear in booklet form for 3,000 
readers. 

It has just published 3,000 copies of 
the Bible in Turki for the people in 
Eastern Turkestan. 

One of its machines is at present strik- 
ing off a 9,000 edition of the complete 
Arabic Bible for the Bible Societies; 
15,000 copies of selected Scripture por- 
tions in Arabic; a bilingual Gospel of 
John in Arabic and French for Bible 
Society colportage in North Africa. There 
is also a constant outgoing stream of 
powerful, controversial pamphlets by 
Dr. Zwemer, Mr. Arthur T. Upson, and 
others, and, for the Egyptian Govern- 
ment, four books on character building. 

The Nile Press prints in Arabic the 
publications of many missions, of mis- 
sion schools, and of the Coptic church. 
Of the Moslems it says: .“Vast numbers 
of them are frankly dissatisfied with the 
loveless, merciless creed of their fore- 
fathers. The national Christians of 
Arabic-speaking lands also need Chris- 
tian literature. There is extremely little 
readable expository literature for them, 
dearth of hymns, especially for children, 
of concordances,” etc, 

The Nile Press issues Christian litera- 
ture which permeates the world in un- 
suspected ways. In a shop in Cairo one 
heard a voice saying: “We use ‘The 
Outcaste’s Hope’ (a Nile Press book) as 
a reader in our school. It is cheaper 
than the Moslem reading books.” A 
little Mohammedan girl of three is men- 
tioned as having a passion for books. 
Her mother bought a “Life of Christ” 
to read to her on a long journey. 


The Service Men’s Christian Centea, 
13th and Pacific Ave., Tacoma, sends 
good news through its director, the Rev. 
Hazen C, MacDonald: 

“The Lord is really blessing our work 
among the servicemen, over a thousand 
having accepted Christ in a year and a 
half. 

“I had some interesting expériences 
with a group of French Canadian sol- 
* diers who were Stationed at Fort Lewis. 
When they first began to come into our 
Center they were very antagonistic 
toward the Gospel. We would offer 
them New Testaments, and in many 
cases they would literally slap them 
away. In three months’ time, after treat- 
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ing them kindly and sowing the seed, 
we finally won their confidence com- 
pletely. Over sixty of the group ac- 
cepted Christ. They took New Testa- 
ments, and just before they sailed for 
Korea we spent several days praying 
with groups, many of whom speak very 
little English. They came to: me for 
prayer instead of going to their priest. 
Furthermore, I saw many writing home 
on our letterheads and putting tracts in 
their final letters to their loved ones. 

“A young Spaniard, who had attended 
a Catholic Seminary for seven years, 
but who had become disgusted with its 
teaching and joined the Army, visited 
our Center. One day, while in a state 
of great turmoil of soul, he began to 
seek spiritual help. He was brought to 
a saving knowledge of Christ and has 
been giving his testimony in various 
churches and at a luncheon of Chris- 
tian business men. Truly a token of 
the grace of God.” 


South American Notes.—In a series of 
articles on the Schweizerische Kirchen- 
zeitung, a Cathclic writer openly rec- 
ognizes the progress of Protestantism in 
South America. He says: “It is regret- 
table that in many places Christian fes- 
tivals are degraded by grave abuses 
which we do not oppose as we should. 
It goes so far that many people, in their 
ignorance, believe that drunkenness be- 
longs necessarily to the Catholic re- 
ligion and worship of saints. It is humil- 
iating to have to confess this, but one 
must tell the truth. Protestants make 
greater effort to check the devastations 
of alcoholism and they succeed in their 
efforts.” 

A French Catholic nun in Brazil 
joined the Baptist Church in Bahia. 
Now she has been preaching Christ and 
the Catholic authorities are greatly an- 
gered. First they sought to have her 
denied the use of a loud-speaker, Then 
loud-speakers from every town corner 
were blaring out an appeal to all and 
sundry to gather in an attack on the 
Baptist church. Some two thousand 
young people in Catholic schools, led by 
a priest and followed by the scum of 
the city, stoned the church, breaking 
windows. However, the Baptists had 
adjourned to the Presbyterian school, 
where they were able to barricade and 
defend themselves and the nun’s mes- 
sage was thence broadcast through the 
town. Fifty well-known thugs were 
brought to town and armed to murder 
her, but have not yet succeeded. 

The school La Progressiva at Car- 
denas (in Cuba) is one of the greatest 
evangelical schools in Latin America. 
Forty’ per cent of its 1,400 students are 
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Protestants, and every one of its faculty 
of seventy-eight is an evangelical Chris- 
tian, all save one of them being native- 
born Cubans. 


Mr. Edward F. Murphy, born an Irish 
Catholic, converted by Christian personal 
testimony and by Bible study when he 
was studying electrical engineering in 
Chicago, has taken training in the Los 
Angeles Bible Institute. He is now as- 
sistant treasurer of the Hindustan Bible 
Institute for training native Christians in 
evangelism. Mr, Murphy writes of hold- 
ing evangelistic services in his home 
town: 

“Week after week went by, but I was 
unable to persuade my mother to come 
and hear me speak. Every time I asted 
her she had something else planned 
Then came the last Sunday. She refused 
even to consider entering a Protestant 
church. Finally she gave in. Ged gave 
me a wonderful text, ‘What shall it profit 
a man, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul?’ That cay. the 
first time my mother ever heard the true 
Gospel preached she, too, accepted the 
Lord Jesus.” 


The Fnclish Bible Churchmen’s Mis- 
sion (Episcopalian) is engaged in fruit- 
ful work in Abyssinia. They issue a 
series of Ethiopian readers, five small 
books which give in Scripture words 
progressive teaching of basic Christian 
doctrine. The first, “The Book of Christ,” 
tells of His anointing, birth, death, res- 
urrection, ascension, and session at the 
right hand of the Father, and His future 
coming in glory. 

The second, “The Book of Righteous- 
ness,” is based on John 16:8, 9. In three 
sections it shows that, while sin is the 
transgression of God’s Law, it is unbe- 
lief in Jesus which brings condemnation 
(“because they believe not on me”), 
Jesus is made unto us righteousness. 
Those who persist in their evil ways will 
share in the judgment prepared for the 
“prince of this world.” 

The third, “The Book of Holiness,” 
deals with holiness imparted to us, as 
distinguished from righteousness im- 
puted to us, by our union with Him in 
His death and Resurrection. 

“The Book of the Return” deals with 
signs and events of the last days. The 
fifth has to do with the everyday life 
of the Christian—with Bible-reading, 
prayer, the Lord’s Day, family life, con- 
versation, food and drink, money, and 
sorcery. 

“May these books accomplish that 
which He pleases in many hearts and 
homes, villages, and districts of Ethi- 


opia!” 
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LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 1. 


POSSESSIONS AND THE KINGDOM 


Matthew 19; printed text, verses 16-26 


Golden Text.—Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth.— Luke 12:15 


THE KInc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 19:16 And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good 
Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal 
life? 

17 And he said unto him,-Why callest thou me good? there 
is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into 
life, keep the commandments. 

18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do 
no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not 
steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 

19 Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love 


that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 

22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went 
away sorrowful: for he had great possessions. 

23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto 
you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. 

24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a came] to 
go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

25 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly 
amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? 


thy neighbour as thyself. 


20 The young man saith unto him, All these things have 
I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? 
21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

ONE of the evangelists professes to 
N give the complete story of the 

earthly life of our Lord Jesus, but 
only so much as fulfills his purpose. Thus 
Matthew leaves out much between our 
Lord’s departure from Galilee (Matt. 19: 
1) and what he records immediately 
thereafter. This includes the great 
Judean ministry recorded by John in 
chapters 7:11 to 10:39, and the ministry 
east of the Jordan given in Luke 13:22 
to 17:10. There is even an indication in 
Luke 17:11 that our Lord's last journey 
to Jerusalem was a _ circuitous one 
through Samaria and Galilee. 

Our lesson chapter finds Jesus near 
the end of that long journey, and in 
Perea, called in Matthew 19:1 “the coasts 
of Judza beyond Jordon.” Here it was 
that He answered the Pharisees on the 
divorce question (vs. 3-12). Here He 
blessed the little children (vs, 13-15). 
And here He had that sad meeting with 
the rich young ruler, who showed by his 
turning away from Jesus that he loved 
wealth more than life. Once again a 
harmony of the Gospels should be con- 
sulted to compare the accounts given by 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke. It is Mark 
who tells us that the young inquirer ran 
and knelt (chap. 10:17), evidence of his 
eagerness and his: deep respect for Jesus, 
It is from Luke’s account that we know 
the young man was a ruler (chap. 18:18). 
This is one of the most disappointing in- 
cidents in the whole story of Jesus’ min- 
istry. We have no way of connecting 
him with any who later followed Christ, 
but we can only hope that he did come 
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to himself, like the prodigal son, and 
discover that his riches were only husks, 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 19:16.—*Good Master, what good 
thing shall I do, that I may have eternal 
life?” This seeker after life was going 
on the belief that it was bestowed as the 
reward of some meritorious deed or 
deeds. He addressed Jesus as a teacher 
only. 


Verse 17.—‘Why callest thou me good? 
there is none good but one, that is, God.” 
This is a correct translation of the paral- 
lel passages in Mark 10:18 and Luke 18: 
19, but here the Revised Version is bet- 
ter: “Why askest thou me concerning 
that which is good? One there is who 
is good.” The young man spoke of a 
good thing, but Jesus affirmed that all 
goodness centers in one personality— 
God. “Keep the commandments.” See 
Romans 7:10; 10:5; Leviticus 18:5, 


Verse 18.—“Thou shalt , . . Thou shalt 

. Thou shalt , . . Thou shalt ., ” 

Jesus was giving the Law to one who 

was bent on being saved by the Law. 

Here He cites the Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, 

and Ninth Commandments of the Deca- 
logue (Exod, 20: 13-16). 


Verse 19.—“Honour thy father and thy 
mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself.” Here Jesus quotes the 
Fifth Commandment, and then swings 
away from the Decalogue to Leviticus 
19:18. Notice that all these have to do 
with one’s relations to his fellows, 


Verse 20.—“All these things have I kept 

. what lack I yet?” Ignorant of the 
deeper sense of the Law (see Matt. 5:21, 
22, 27, 28), this young, moral man be- 
lieved he had kept the Law, but was still 


26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men 
this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 

national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 

International Council of Religious Education. 


conscious of a lack. The Law never gives 
assurance. 

Verse 21.—“If thou wilt be perfect, go 
and sell... and give _. . and follow me.” 
The Lord was pushing him farther along 
the Law road to show him that it did 
not lead to salvation, but to condemna- 
tion. Here He put His finger on the in- 
quirer’s weakness—love of wealth. 


Verse 22.—‘He went away sorrowful: 
for he had great possessions.” The “Law” 
road, the road of “what good thing,” was 
too much for him, as it is for us all. His 
wealth was after all more to him than 
eternal life! 


Verse 23.—“A rich man shall hardly 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Not 
because wealth is in itself evil, but it 
tends to pride and carnal security, and 
lays hold of men’s hearts. 


Verse 24.—“It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle.” Some 
hold that our Lord was here referring 
to the wicket gate which allowed pedes- 
trians passage when the great gate of 
the city was closed; others insist that 
He was speaking literally of a needle. 
It is not worth making a point of issue. 
In the one case it would be a painful 
process, requiring removal of the camel's 
load. In the other case a physical im- 
possibility is involved. Both well de- 
scribe the case of the rich man. 


Verse 25.—“Who then can be saved?” 
In the disciples’ eyes, the rich were the 
hopeful ones for the Kingdom of God, 
for they considered wealth a mark of 
the blessing of God. 

Verse 26.—“With God all things are 
possible.” Thus the door is not barred 
against the rich, but is as wide open as 
to all others, and the grace of God is 
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sufficient to overcome the handicap of 
riches. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

To see this rich young ruler (v. 22 and 
Luke 18:18) running and kneeling (Mark 
10:17) to Jesus would have made your 
heart glad. His open, earnest face and 
his eager question surely gave promise 
of a good follower of the Lord and a 
valuable asset to the apostolic band. 

Nevertheless, there was that 
question which betrayed a false ground 
of hope. A young man of good charac- 
ter by all earthly standards, he could 
think of no other way of life than that 
of personal merit, and he was sure that 
he was quite able to perform the de- 
mands if only they were clearly stated. 
The instructions of the scribes and Phari- 
sees were so involved and so trivial, and 
after all so lacking in authority and as- 
surance, that no one could know with 
certainty the way of life from them. Per- 
haps that is why he came to Jesus, who 
spoke “as one having authority, and not 
as the scribes” (Matt. 7:29). 

Seeing that the young man was quite 
committed to salvation by merit, Jesus 


bound him over to it. Were not the 
Commandments “to life’? (Rom, 7:10; 
Lev. 18:5.) Jesus’ answer really 


amounted to this: Since you think you 
can attain life that way, you have the 
answer already! Keep the Command- 
ments. 

But with all his adherence to the Law, 
the youth was dissatisfied. “What lack 
I yet?” he asked in a tone of near de- 
spair. For that is always where the Law 
leaves us. We are always lacking. So 
the Lord pushed him to the blind end 
of that road. “You would be perfect? 
You would earn eternal life? You would 
be saved by some good thing? Then sell 
all, give all, and follow me.” 

The young man was found out. He 
could not go that road. All unknown 
to himself, he had lived in a perpetual 
breach of the Tenth Commandment, 
“Thou shalt not covet.” And now his 
covetous heart was finding him out. He 
had professed to keep the Law, but the 
First Commandment—“Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me”—was finding 
him guilty. He preferred gold before 
God! If the First and Last Command- 
ments were closing in on him, of what 
worth was his boasted observance of all 
the others? So he went back to his 
possessions, and— But we shall not fin- 
ish the sentence, in hope that some later 
day that which is impossible with man, 
but not with God, actually occurred, and 
the camel went through the needle’s eye, 
to life everlasting. 


Topics for Development 

The Law and Salvation. The teaching 
of the New Testament, and especially 
of the Apostle Paul, is so clear on the 
point that salvation is not through the 
Law (Rom, 3:28; 4:5, 15; Gal. 2:16; 3:10- 
13), that it is surprising to find our Lord 


in his* 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. (17) January 25. — Jesus Teaches 
Humility and Forgiveness. 
Matthew 6:14; 18 
Next Week’s Lesson 


6. (19) February 8 — Jesus Teaches 
God's Grace ia . Matthew 20 








presenting the Law as the way of life 
to the rich young ruler. True, the Com- 
mandment is a way of life to those who 
obey it (Rom. 7:10: Lev. 18:5), but the 
fact that none has obeyed it, nor is able 
to obey it, brings us under the curse of 
the Law. That way is therefore a blind 
alley. What Jesus did, then, was to lead 
this moral young man, who could see 
only persona] merit as the way of life, 
right up that road, so that he would find 
it a blind alley and confess his need. 
All attempt to “earn” salvation is the 
way of Law, and it will find us on the 
short end. The demand of Law is more 
than we can fulfill, as it was more than 
the rich young ruler could fulfill. Not 
until we make this discovery are we 


ready for the salvation which is “by 
grace , , . through faith.” 
Good Master and Good Thing. Some 


Matthew manuscripts have the inquirer 
address Jesus merely as “Teacher,” omit- 
ting the word “good.” Indeed, it was 
not customary to address a rabbi by that 
term, for in rabbinic lore the word sig- 
ified absolute goodness, and applied to 
God. In the accounts of Mark and Luke, 
however, the word “good” is unquestion- 
ably applied to Jesus. Jesus, therefore, 
challenged the young man to withdraw 
the word if he regarded Him only as a 
teacher, or to give the word its full sig- 
nificance and acknowledge Him as God. 
In Matthew, according to the Greek, the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HERE did the meeting between our 
Lord and the rich young ruler take 
place? 

2. What was the rich young ruler’s 
conception of the way of life? 

3. Where do we learn that the Law is 
“ordained to life”? 

4. How can that which was “ordained 
to life” become an instrument of death? 

5. Why did Jesus encourage this young 
man in his deception? 

6. What Commandments was the young 
man unconsciously breaking while boast- 
ing that he kept the Law? 

7. How did Jesus bring to light the 
young ruler’s fatal failure? 

8. Why is it hard for a rich person 
to be saved? 

9. How can a rich person be saved? 

10. How much assurance can one have 
from keeping the Law? 

(Answers on page 53) 
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“good thing” is what Jesus takes up, and 
reminds the rich young ruler that good- 
ness is not a thing, but a Person. We 
must look to God for that which is good, 
and whatever is good flows from Him. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A promising inquirer (Matt. 19:16) 

2. A penetrating examination (vs, 17-21) 
3. A pitiful exit (v. 22) 

4. A pointed explanation (vs. 23-26) 
Personal Applications 

It is better to be one of Satan’s sor- 
rows than to be one of-Christ’s disap- 
pointments. 

It is not enough to call Jesus “teacher,” 
or even “good teacher.” He must be 
Saviour and Lord. 

If salvation depends on our obedience, 
we shall never be sure; but because it 
rests on His perfect obedience, we can 
know with an absolute certainty. 

You are not asked to pay for salvation, 
for all the wealth of Fort Knox could 
not purchase it; but as a saved man you 
are expected to lay all you have at the 
feet of Jesus, 


Golden Text 

Luke 12:15—“‘A man’s life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth.” That is easily demon- 
strated by the fact that a man and his 
possession are so easily parted. They can 


leave him (in a depression or bank- 
ruptcy), or he will leave them (in 
death). How foolish, then, to act as if 
they actually made up life! See Colos- 
Sians 3:2. 
ELMuurstT, ILL, 
oe 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNS 
“Love Found a Way” 
“Let Jesus Come Into Your Heart” 
“I Would Be Like Jesus” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our holy 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee that 
again Thy Word is before us, and we ask 
Thy help to understand it and apply it 
to ourselves. We too easily imagine that 
we are free from serious fault and fai] 
to see how much the love of the world 
holds us. Show us ourselves today as 
we appear to Thee, and may the sight 
drive us to our knees to seek Thy par- 
don and Thy power to release us from 
our sins. Oh, that we might indeed seek 
first the Kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness! Oh, that we might love Thee 
with all our hearts, and our neighbors 
as ourselves! Our bent is to self-love, 
and only Thou canst make us what we 
ought to be. So we yield ourselves to 
Thee now and pray Thee to purify our 
hearts and make us wholly Thine. Then 
shine through us and work through us 
to bring light and deliverance to others. 
Revive Thy people in every place and 
reach out through them to save many. 
To the sick and afflicted extend Thy 
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merciful kindness, and to our sin-sick 
world apply the healing influences of 
Thy Gospel, for the sake and glory of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Here is a prayer 
chorus we could well sing as often as 
we turn to God’s Word: “Make the Book 
live to me, O Lord; Show me Thyself 
within Thy Word; Show me myself and 
show me my Saviour; And make the 
Book live to me.” Note those words, 

FATHER 


LOVE OF THE worto 


Which Governs Me? 














“Show me myself.” Today we see our 
Lord helping a young man to see him- 
self. He was well satisfied that he had 
carefully kept the Commandments from 
his youth. He could not see where he 
lacked in that way. The Lord did not 
argue the question. He simply said: “If 
thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come 
and follow me.” From that demand the 
young man turned away. By this test he 
was shown something of his real heart. 
He supposed he had kept all the Com- 
mandments, but when asked to put 
others’ need before his own comfort, he 
refused. When asked to put heavenly 
riches before earthly, he turned away. 
Thus he showed he loved neither his 
neighbor nor his God as he thought he 
did. He revealed he was putting riches 
before Christ, the world before the Lord, 

Which has first place with as, God or 
the world? Does money come ahead of 
Christ with us? Or friends, or sport, 
or pleasure, or ambition? Whatever we 
put before Him keeps Him from first 
place in our hearts. The first step toward 
becoming a yielded Christian is to see 
clearly where we are putting the world 
and self before the Lord. Then we see 
that only God’s power can change our 
hearts, and that power can be found by 
earnest seeking. The things that are 
impossible with men are possible with 
God. So let us pray, 


Search me, O God, and know my heart 
today; 

Try me, O Saviour, know my thoughts, I 
pray: 


See if there be some wicked way in me: 
Cleanse me from ev'ry sin, and set me 
free. 
—Edwin Orr. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 


ve 


It should be a satisfaction to them who 
are in a low condition, that they are not 
exposed to the temptations of a high 
and prosperous condition: if they live 
more hardy in this world than the rich, 
yet, if withal they get more easily to 
a better world, they have no reason to 
complain.—Matthew Henry. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 

“What good thing shall I do?” (Matt. 
19:16).—This question implied that the 
man’s idea of the way into life was 
through good works. In the dispensation 
in which he was living, the message was: 
“Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, 
and my judgments: which if a man do, 
he snall live in them” (Lev. 18:5). 

Since the Lord Jesus cried, “Finished,” 
on the cross, eternal life is the free gift 
of God (Rom, 6:23). You cannot earn 
a gift. It would cease to be a gift if it 
were purchased with money, or paid for, 
in whole or in part, in any other way. 

“Years ago, a wealthy lady in New 
York built a beautiful church. On the 
day of dedication her agent came up 
from the audience to the platform and 
handed the deed of the property to the 
Episcopal Bishop of New York. The 
bishop gave the agent one dollar for the 
deed, and by virtue of the dollar, which 
was acknowledged, the property “was 
turned over to the Episcopal Church. 

“You say, ‘What a wonderful gift!’ Yes, 
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in a certain sense it was, for the passing 
over of the dollar was simply a legal 
observance. But after all, in the full 
Bible sense it was not a gift, for it cost 
one dollar; and so the deed was made 
out, not as a deed of gift, but as a deed 
of sale. It was sold for one dollar! 

“If you had to do one thing in order 
to be saved, it would not be a gift. You 
could say, ‘I did thus and so, and in that 
way earned my salvation.’ But this 
priceless blessing is absolutely free. ‘If 
by grace, then it is no more of works, 
otherwise grace is no more grace. But 
if it be of works, then is it no more 
grace: otherwise work is no more work’ 
(Rom, 11:6). That is what the Spirit of 
God tells us in the Word” (Dr. H. A. 
Ironside). 


“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self” (Matt. 19:19).—Since there were 
many poor people in Palestine, and since 
the man had great possessions, one won- 
ders how he could say he had observed 
this Commandment from his youth up 
However, the Lord did not stop to con- 
tradict the man, but struck at the root 


LET HIM UNTIE THEM! 







are possible.” 


“The work of thy fingers.” (25A.8:3.) 


ith God 
all things 







(MT. 19:26.) 





The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 


minister and Bible expositor, 
urches. 


is now available for Bible conferences in 
He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cin ti 29. 


evangelical 
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of the matter and simply said, “Sell that 
thou hast, and give to the poor.” 

There are some persons who insist that 
those words still give us the way of sal- 
vation. In fact, a woman wrote me very 
recently telling me in substance that if 
I didn’t sell all I had, I couldn’t be saved, 
When I asked her if she had sold all, 
she said she had a valuable ring, but it 
was an heirloom, and she didn’t think it 
necessary to sell that! “Consistency, 
thou art a jewel!” 

What did the Apostle Paul mean when 
he said, “And though I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and though I give 
my body to be burned, and have not 
charity [love], it profiteth me nothing”? 
(1 Cor. 13:3.) 

I like what John Knox said as he was 
departing to be with Christ. He was 
told that he had preached on though a 
loaded musket was leveled at his head, 
that he had been a standard-bearer of 
the Reformation, the most thorough of 
the reformers, a bold confessor, a dis- 
tinguished sufferer, the foremost man of 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C, Smith 
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his time and country, and that he had 
done so much that therefore he surely 
deserved and purchased the crown of 
life. He triumphantly said, “The Scrip- 
ture is true: ‘Not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us.’” 

“He went away sorrowful: for he had 
great possessions” (Matt. 19:22).—He 
evidently thought his life consisted in 
the abundance of the things he pos- 
sessed. “There are four classes of peo- 
ple when it comes to the matter of pos- 
sessions. (1) There are those who are rich 
in this world’s goods and poor toward 
God. (2) Those who are poor in this 
world and rich toward God, (3) Others 
are poor in both this world and the 
next. (4) Some have a_ considerable 
amount of this world’s goods, but be- 
cause they hold them with a loose hand, 
they are rich in the next world, too. 
This latter class are not very numerous. 
Only a few can much of the 
materials of earth without attaching 
their hearts here, too” (R. L, Hollen- 
back) 

A young man was trying to establish 
himself as a peach grower. He had 
worked for years, and invested his all 
in a peach orchard, which at last 
bloomed bounteously—and then came a 
frost. He didn't attend services the next 
Sunday, nor the next, nor the next. His 
pastor visited him and inquired the rea- 
The discouraged young fellow ex- 
claimed: “No, and what is more, I’m 
not coming any more. Do you think I 
can worship a God who loves me so little 
that He will let a frost kill all my 
peaches?” 

The minister looked at him a moment 
in silence, and then replied kindly: 
“Young man, God loves you better than 
He does your peaches. He knows that 
while peaches do better without frosts, 
it is impossible to grow the best men 
without frosts—and His object is to grow 
men, not peaches.” 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this young man was so 


fine. He was “tops” in many ways. 
He was young, he was alert, active, 
doubtless good looking, morally clean; 


and though he was young, he occupied 
the position of a ruler. He was careful 
not to violate the Commandments, and 
he was very rich—lots of money and 
property, a young man of influence in 
the community, highly esteemed. Being 
wealthy he could live luxuriously; had 
just about everything that one could de- 
sire that money could buy. And he 
appreciated it, too. He didn’t squander 
his money. He was careful, frugal. He 
only spent money for what he wanted 
for himself. He recognized his money 
as something that stood between him 
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and poverty. He would hate to have 
to skimp like some of his neighbors there 
in Judea were skimping—barely mak- 
ing ends meet. That would be unthink- 
able. 

THis rich young ruler was wonderfully 
well fixed for the present life, and he 
had no worry about that; but he wasn’t 
fully satisfied, because he was smart 
epough to know there is another life 
beyond the grave. He also knew that 
he could not carry one penny of his 
wealth into that other life, nor any of 
the things his wealth was giving him 
to enjoy. When he thought of that he 
would begin to wonder just what he 
could count upon for comfort and pleas- 
ure in that life to come. He tried to 
comfort himself with the thought that 
he was keeping the Commandments, and 
that ought to entitle him to a safe land- 
ing; but what would it be like? Would 
it last? Besides, when he was frank 
with himself about it, he could not be 
absolutely sure he was keeping those 
Commandments perfectly. He was doing 
as well as the best of the scribes and 
Pharisees were doing. but even at that, 
there must be something else he should 
be doing. He just couldn’t feel abso- 
lutely sure about it all. 

Thus it was when he heard of this 
prophet, this Jesus of Nazareth who had 
come into the community, working won- 
derful miracles and speaking with a mar- 
velous evidence of authority, he thought, 
Well, here may be one who can give me 
some wise counsel on what I should do 
that I may have perfect contentment of 
mind concerning the life to come. Pos- 
sibly he may tell me something I can 
do which I am not doing—something 
that will make me feel perfectiy secure 
about everything. 

Once having decided he will consult 
with Jesus, he goes in a hurry to find 
Him. Mark says he came running (chap, 
10:17). And he had enough respect and 
awe to kneel to Jesus when he found 
Him. “Good Master, what good thing 
shall I do, that I may have eternal life?” 


” 


“Keep the commandments,” answered 
Jesus. “Which?” inquired the young 
man. I wonder why he said, “Which.” 


Jesus said, “commandments.” That meant 
all of them. Not unlikely the young 
man was playing for time. But Jesus 
named six as a test, and the young man 
said, “I have kept them all from my 
youth to this time.” 

“Then,” said Jesus, “go and sell your 
property, and give all yoy have to feed 
the poor, and come follow me.” That 
was a knockout. Jesus touched him in 
his weak spot-—-a weak spot the young 
man had not realized existed: but he 
saw it now and could not face the chal- 
lenge. The record says “he went away 
sorrowful: for he had great possessions.” 
It was a sad ending—tragically sad—to 
what might have been a great experi- 
ence. There is no record of what ever 
became of that young man, but I am 
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sure he never had another happy mo- 
ment, unless he came back; and there 
are some who think he might have been 
Barnabas of Acts 4:36. 

Fellows, it is a tragic mistake to be 
unwilling to make a full surrender to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Make no reser- 
vations; let Him have all. It is the only 
way to fullest Christian contentment 
and joy. 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
A CosTLy CHOICE 
ATERIALS needed: brown paper, 
silhouette of camel, scissors and 
paste, pencils and notebocks, 
Two-year-ald Mary and five-year-old 
Johnny had been taken halfway across 
the country to visit their grandmother. 
Now it was time for them to go home 
again. Grandmother wanted to give 
them each a farewell gift to remember her 
by. She decided to give them money 
because she knew their mother would 
help them spend it to get what they most 
wanted. Grandmother gave Mary a big 
silver dollar, but she gave Johnny a five- 
dollar bill because he was bigger and 
older. Mary was pleased with her money, 


but Johnny did not like his at all. He 
handed it back to Grandmother. “I want 
an iron money like you gave Mary,” he 
said, 

Grandmother laughed. “Your paper 


money will buy more than Mary’s money 
will.” 

“I don't want it,” 
want iron money.” 

“The store-man will give you five 
times as much for this paper money,” 
said Grandmother. 

“I don’t want paper money,” insisted 
Johnny. “I want iron money.” So 
Grandmother took back the five-dollar 
bill and gave him a silver dollar like 
his sister’s, 

Johnny took his “iron money” quite 
satisfied, not realizing that he would 
have been much better off, if he had not 
insisted on having his own way. 

Our lesson today is about a young man 
who made a still more foolish choice 
than Johnny did. 

Turn to Matthew 19 and read verse 16. 
In Mark 10:147-22 and in Luke 18: 18-24 
we learn a little more about this young 


Johnny said. “I 


man. We find that he was a rich young 
ruler, that he ran to Jesus and knelt 
at His feet. And that Jesus beholding 


him loved him. I dare say that none of 
you girls have met an unsaved man who 
is as fine a fellow as this rich young 
ruler was. 

His outward conduct was perfect, yet 
he knew, and the Lord knew that he 
lacked something. Read Matthew 19:17 


to 20. How does this young man show 
that he realized he had not earned eter- 
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nal life? (He said, “What good thing 
shall I do, that I may have eternal life?” 
He said, “What lack I yet?”) Yes, the 
young man’s conscience told him that his 
own goodness would not be enough when 
he came to stand before a holy God. 

The Lord answered his question, 
“What good thing shall I do, that I may 
have eternal life?” by saying, “Keep the 
commandments.” 

The young man foolishly asked, 
“Which?” The obvious answer is, “All,” 
but Jesus did not say that. He just 
quoted five Commandments, all of which 
referred to the young man’s duty to his 
fellow man. What did the young man 
answer after listening to these five Com- 
mandments? (“All these things have I 
kept from my youth up.”) Undoubtedly 
he was sincere when he said that. He 
had kept them outwardly. If he had 
been lying, Mark would not record that 
“Jesus beholding him loved him.” 

The trouble with this young man was 
that he did not realize the Command- 
ments must also be kept in the heart. 
When he asked, “What lack I yet?” the 
Lord told him to do something that tested 
his heart obedience to “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbowr as thyself.” If he had 
obeyed that in his heart, he would have 
been just as happy to have his neigh- 
bors in possession of his wealth as to 


have it himself. But he was not. The 
very suggestion of parting with his 
riches made him very “sorrowful.” He 


had the choice between gold and God, 
and he took the gold. 

Of course, parting with his money 
would not have saved him. The Lord 
used that test to show him that he was 
selfish, and therefore sinful and in need 
of a Saviour. How much he realized 
this we do not know. We only know 
that “he went away sorrowful.” He 
chose wealth instead of Christ, and even 
then found his choice sorrowful. If he 
never came back to Jesus, he found out 
long ago what an awful mistake he made 
that day. 

Read Matthew 19:23 and 24. Some 
people believe that the Lord Jesus here 
referred to a needle such as is used for 
sewing. and others that He was referring 
to a gate into Jerusalem known as the 
“Needle’s Eye.” We do not have to set- 
tle this question to get the lesson. The 
meaning is that it is impossible with 
men, but not with God. He is able to 
save anyone. 

Now read the last four verses of the 
chapter. Peter and the other disciples 
had made the right choice in following 
the Lord rather than piling up money 
or living for the world in any way. Be- 
cause of that choice they were going 
to gain a hundred times more than they 
had given up for His sake? What is 
given up for Christ is an investment that 
will bring ten thousand per cent inter- 
est. Did you ever hear of any earthly 
investment that would bring such tre- 
mendous returns? There never was any 
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such. God is the only one who can and 
will pay ten thousand per cent on what 
is entrusted to Him. 

The little boy of whom I told you in- 
sisted on “iron money,” and so got only 
one fifth of what he could have had. The 
rich young ruler preferred the money 
he could feel and see to the glorious in- 
heritance in the Lord, which he might 
have had. 

I believe you girls have all seen your 
need of a Saviour and have accepted 
Him, as this rich young ruler should 
have done. But what about your pos- 
sessions, your talents? Are you insisting 
on your “iron dollar” or are you letting 
the Lord bless you as He wishes to do? 
The choice is yours. But remember that 
if you go your way instead of following 
Christ, you will suffer eternal loss. On 
the other hand, if you give yourself and 
all your possessions into His hand He 
will give you ten thousand per cent back 
on the investment! 

In your notebooks write “Matthew 19.” 
Under that, “The Rich Young Ruler.” 
Then make a camel and below it copy 
verse 24 and the last part of verse 26. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

A Rich Man Who Was Poor (Matt. 19:16-22) 

O REVIEW Matthew 18 use pictures 

of (1) Christ with a child, (2) a 
shepherd with lost sheep or the Lord 
as the Good Shepherd, (3) Christ with 
His disciples. On the last write “7 
times?” as if coming from Peter’s mouth, 
and “70x7” from the Lord’s mouth. A 
picture to illustrate the parable of the 
unforgiving servant may also be used 
if available. 

Sometimes the people hardest to for- 
give are right in our own family! Did 
you find it true this week? Sometimes 
daddies and mothers quarrel and don't 
forgive and make up; they get divorced. 
You will read, in Matthew 19, how the 
Lord doesn’t like that. He mentioned 
the bachelor uncles and old maids, too. 
Sometimes little brothers and sisters are 
a bother to big brothers or sisters. But 
the Lord was glad to have them come to 
Him even though He was busy, You'll read 
about that, too. The Lord loves-to have 
the young folks come to Him also. And 
He has work for them to do. You'll read 
about a young man who came—and went 
back again. That chapter of Matthew 
has something about every member of 
the family from baby up to grandpa! 
Where do you come in? Maybe you are 
halfway between the little children and 
the young'man. In the story of the 


young man, you watch for what he had 
been doing at your age. 

The Lord Jesus was leaving town. 
While He stayed, the crowds had gath- 
ered around Him, The sick were healed, 
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Questions were answered. Mothers and 
children had come to Him for His bless- 
ing. But the rich young man who had 
listened so eagerly to the Lord Jesus 
and admired Him had not asked the 
question deep in his heart. Now the 
Lord was going down to the road. Soon 
it would be too late—and he did not 
know the way to Heaven! He must find 
out. Running he came to the Lord. He 
kneeled at His feet, and asked the so 
important question: What did he have 
to do to get to Heaven? Do? “Keep 
the commandments,” replied Jesus. 
“Which ones?” asked the young man. 
“Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt 
not commit adultery, Thou shalt not 
steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 
Honour thy father and thy mother ,.. 
love thy neighbour as thyself.” “Those!” 
said the young man. “I’ve kept them 
ever since I was a boy. What else?” “Go 
sell your property and give the money 
to the poor. That will give you treasure 
in Heaven. Come and follow Me.” 

Give up his money—not that! Sadly 
he rose to his feet and turned away. 
Jesus was wonderful—Heaven would be 
nice—but he did not want to do without 
his money and all the things it- would 
buy. Sadly the Lord Jesus looked after 
him, lovingly. Poor rich man! How 
poor he would be if he ever got to 
Heaven—no money there. And money 
could not get him to Heaven in the first 
place. Though he thought he had kept 
all the Commandments, he had not kept 
them perfectly, with love and forgive- 
ness always. To get to Heaven he needed 
a Saviour—and he would not have the 
Lord Jesus. Poor rich man! “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit: for their’s is the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matt, 5:3. Review 
the Beatitudes. The young man’s heart 
was not pure; the love of money was 
there, and it shut out God. Hold a coin 
close to the eye, and show how it cuts 
off the view of more distant things.) 

You have only a nickel or a quarter 
or a dollar, not the young man’s million 
dollars. But you can hang onto it just 
as tight, and not give a cent away! The 
Lord said one woman who gave a penny 
gave more than all the rich men because 
she gave all she had! (Have a specific 
object for which children may give. Con- 
nect the Memory Verse with it.) “Ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another” (John 13:35). 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


| te long ago when the Lord Jesus 
Christ lived on earth, a very rich 
man—a ruler—came to Him with a ques- 
tion of great importance. He was a Jew- 
ish man who had carefully studied the 
Law of Moses, and the Lord Jesus, who 
knows everything, knew all that the man 
was thinking; in fact, he knew every- 
thing about him, 
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“What is there good that I can do to 
possess eternal life?” the ruler asked. 
And of all the questions that anyone 
ever could ask, by far the most important 
is seeking to know how one can be sure 
of eternal life. 

“If you want to get into that life,” the 
Lord Jesus answered, “you must practice 
keeping the commandments.” 

How pleased the young man must have 
been to hear the Lord Jesus’ answer. He 
surely knew the Commandments, for to 
be a ruler in the synagogue as he was, 
he had to know them. Naturally then, 
he asked, “What sort of commandments?” 

“You must not murder, you must not 
commit adultery, you must not steal, you 
must not lie, you must practice honor- 
ing your father and mother, and you 
must love your neighbor as you do your- 
self.” 

The young man listened very care- 
fully. He knew that he had never mur- 
dered anyone. As far as he could recall, 
he felt that he had never stolen anything 
—not even a piece of bread! And he 
could not remember having told a lie— 
not one! He loved his mother and father 
dearly, and he honored them as best he 
knew how. As he thought of his neigh- 
bors he was quite sure he had been kind 
to them. He was, therefore, happy to 
answer, “I have kept all these command- 
ments; what more do I lack?” 

As good as he was, you see, he knew 
(away down deep in his heart) that he 
had not received eternal life. “If you 
want to be perfect,” the Lord Christ said, 
“go and sell everything you have and 
give the money to the poor, and you will 
have riches in heaven; then come back 
here and follow me.” When the young 
man heard that, the Bible tells us he 
went away sad, for he owned a great deal 
of property. 

He had thought that he truly loved his 
neighbors as the Law commanded. How- 
ever, when the Lord Jesus tested him by 
telling him to sell everything that he 
had and give the money to the poor, the 
rich ruler suddenly realized that he 
loved himself more than he loved his 
neighbors. And that was just the oppo- 
site of the Law’s command! We know, 
of course, that he was no different from 
anyone who has ever lived, for no one, 
other than the Lord Jesus Christ Him- 
self, has ever been able to keep the Law 
perfectly. “There is none righteous, no, 
not one” (Rom. 3:10). “All have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God” 
(Rom, 3:23). 

Imagine what the ruler would have 
gained by doing all that the Lord Jesus 
commanded: “You will have riches in 
heaven.” How much better it would be 
to have riches in Heaven that will last 
forever and forever and forever! 

There was one other thing that the 
Lord Jesus told the man he must do if 
he were to have eternal life, something 
even more important than giving to the 
poor. The man had to obey the loving 
invitationeof God’s dear Son, “Come and 
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follow me.” But he loved his posses- 
sions and himself more than he loved 
the Lord Jesus Christ. No wonder he 
went away a sad man. Men and women 
and boys and girls today who have re- 
fused to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their Saviour from sin cannot have 
life eternal. (Mark 10:23, 24, 29 30.) 


Are you willing to receive Him as your " 


Saviour now? (Give a clear and definite 
invitation.) 

Among Us Teachers: There are two 
volumes that are almost indispensable 
for any Sunday school teacher—but espe- 
cially for the Primary teacher. One is 
Williams’ translation of the New Testa- 
ment (Moody Press, Chicago 10; cloth. 
$3); the other is the “Pilgrim Edition of 
the Holy Bible” (Oxford University 
Press, New York 11: cloth, $4.50). The 
notes as given in the latter are easily 
understood by the lay person and sim- 
plify the teaching of great Biblical 
truths. In this lesson, as in several 
others, we have quoted the Williams 
Translation liberally. Its clarity and 
simplicity are ideal for the Primary 
child. 

LANCASTER, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 

One Suit—But.—A man’s life consist- 
eth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth (Luke 12:15, Golden 
Text). The contrast between two lives 
was noted by Dr. Halford E. Luccock. 
The first was a woman who died in Lon- 
don, famous as “the best dressed woman 
in Europe.” She left almost a thousand 
frocks, but with each frock she had worn 
“the same unseeing eyes. the same deaf 
ears, the same enameled, painted face.” 
The second was a man who died in the 
same city, with but one suit, blue with 
a red collar on the coat. He was Wil- 
liam Booth, founder of the Salvation 
Army. He had one costume, but he lived 
in a thousand lives—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 


The Master Key.—What lack I yet? 
(Matt. 19:20.) When Jesus answered the 
rich young ruler’s question, the young 
man said, “All these things have I kept 
from my youth up: what lack I yet?” 
Then Jesus told him what his lack was, 
and “he went away sorrowful.” The in- 
terview was over; Jesus had asked for 
the Master Key, and the young man. re- 
fused to give it. Has Jesus the keys to 
your life? Has He the key to the Library 
of your life, or do you just read what 
you please? Has He the key to the Din- 
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ing Room of your life—do you feed your 
soul on His Word? Has He the key to 
the Recreation compartment, or do you 
just go where you please? Have you 
given Christ the Master Key to your life? 
We may have all of the Holy Ghost, but 
has He all of us? Are there spaces yet 
to be filled with the Holy Ghost—spaces, 
places, rooms, and closets in our spiritual 
house into which He has not “fully 
come,” because we have not yet given up 
all the keys, from cellar to attic of ow 
spiritual homestead?—From “Springs in 
the Valley,” by Mrs. Charles E. Cowman. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. Prize illustration. 


God’s Compound Interest.—And give to 
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come follow me (Matt. 
19:21). One of the early founders of 
the Rothschild House. in his younger 
days borrowed a sn ount of money 
from a friend to help him start in busi- 
ness. Without security to give, he got 
it on the ground of his need. He went 
to a distant part of Germany, and many 
years rolled on. After nearly half a cen- 
tury, when the name and 
the firm had become world-wide, his old 
benefactor did not even know it was the 
same youth he had once befriended. But 
one day, when he was an old man and 
his health broken, his fortune gone and 
his family dependent upon him, and the 
darkest shadows gathering about his 
life, he received a letter from the Roths- 
child House in Frankfort, summoning 
him to the bank for an important inter- 
view. As he entered the private office 
of the great banker, he was greeted with 
a welcome he had little expected. After 
the old acquaintance had been renewed 
the great banker went to his desk and 
took out a draft for an enormous amount 
of money, amounting to some hundred 
thousand dollars, handed it to his old 
friend, and said, “I have sent for you to 
pay you the dividends on the stock you 
entrusted to my banking nearly fifty 


and 


of the family 


years ago.” Astounded, the friend re- 
fused to take the money, saying that 
he had no such claim, and could not 
accept such a gift. “It is not a gift,” 


said the banker, “it is Simply the actual 
profit on the money you gave me. wisely 
turned over a great many times, until it 
has actually accumulated this compound 
interest .’ As A, B. Simpson said 
“There is a day coming when the trust that 
we have committed to His keeping will 
be returned to us a millionfold more. We 
shall find what a good investor of our 
treasures God is."—From the Gospel 
Herald. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


Sent On Ahead.—Treasure in heaven 
(Matt. 19:21). “Poor R—; I understand 
that poor R— did not leave much prop- 
erty,” said a friend commiseratingly of 
one who had just died, as he drove home 
with the minister from the cemetery. 
“Too bad! He worked hard, and made 
money, but he was too tenderhearted. 
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I think every beggar in town must have 
known him.” The minister listened po- 
litely. “I suppose what you say is right 
about his having no property, but I im- 
agine, from what I have known of his 
life, that he must have considerable 
property to go to.”.—From Forward. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng, 


The Cost of Going Away.—But when 
the young man heard that saying, he 
went away sorrowful: for he had great 
possessions (Matt. 19:22). 


We are not told his name—this “rich 
young ruler” 
Who sought the Lord that day: 


We only know that he had great posses- 
sions, 
And that—he went away. 


He went away—from joy and peace and 
power, 
From love unguessed, untold, 
From that eternal life that he was seeking, 


Back to his paltry gold 


He went away; he kept his earthly 
treasure; 

But, oh, at what a cost! 

Afraid to take his cross and lose his 
riches— 


And God and Heaven were lost 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Before the Heart Hardens.—A_ rich 
man shall hardly enter into the kingdom 
of heaven (Matt. 19:23). A godly woman 
unexpectedly received a legacy of $5,000. 
True to her practice maintained in pov- 
she at once put $500 into her tithe 
box and it was used in the Lord’s work. 
She never mentioned the disposal of the 
tenth, but after her death there was 
found entered in her diary the day she 
received the legacy: “Quick, quick, be- 
fore my heart gets hard.”—From Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans 


erty. 


His Tithing System.—It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God (Matt, 19:24). Two 
businessmen lived close together, one a 
Jew and the other a Christian. Upon 
the invitation of the Jew, the Christian 
went with his friend to the synagogue 
for service. When the offering plate was 
passed the Jew put on a five-dollar bill. 
On the way home the Christian re- 
marked, “I noticed you put $5 on the of- 
fering plate; is that your usual custom?” 
“Yes,” the Jew replied, “that is my tithe 
—I make a wage of $50 a week.” Soon 
after that the Jew accompanied the 
Christian to church and noticed that the 
Christian put a quarter and a dime on 
the offering plate. On the way home the 
Jew remarked, “I noticed you put thirty- 
five cents on the plate today; is that your 
usual custom?” “Well,” replied the 
Christian, “it is this way—this week I 
saved $3.50 of my weekly wage, so that 
is my tithe.” The Jew looked him 
squarely in the face, and said, “Almost 
thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” 
—From Brethren Evangelist. Sent by 
Martin M, Hyzer, Andes, N, Y, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 48) 

1. In Perea (called, in Matthew, Ju- 
dza beyond Jordan). 

2. That eterna] life was the reward of 
meritorious deeds. 

3. Leviticus 18:5; Romans 7:10 

4. The Law is life only to those who 
wholly obey it, but can only condemn 
those who fail, even in one point (Jas 
2:10). 

5. He was leading him along that road 
in order to show him that there was no 
life that way for him 

6. The First and the Tenth 
3, 17). 

7. By putting His finger on his wealth, 
the object of his worship and his covet- 
ousness. 

8. Because riches tend to pride, false 
security, and love of this world. 


(Exod, 20: 


9. Just the same way as anybody else 
—coming to-Jesus as a poor, lost sinner, 
and accepting the free gift of life. 

10. None. See the 
question in verse 20. 


rich young ruler’s 
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Children at Home 


The Broken Vase 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
(Retold trom “ Wilfred Gray's Text Roll,”’ by C. J. L., 
now out of print) 
NCE there was a little girl just eight 
years old, named Olive Clark. She 
liked to help her mother with the house- 
work. But she always wanted to do the 
jobs she liked, instead of the ones her 
mother asked her to do. 

One morning Olive said to her mother, 
“I want to help you today. I think it 
would be fun to play I am your servant 
and do all the work.” 

Her mother said, “I shall be glad of 
your help, dear. Would you-amuse Baby 
while I work in the kitchen?” 

Olive looked cross. “It is so tiresome 
to amuse Baby. I wanted to do some real 
work, like dusting the front room. Please 
let me.” 

Mrs. Clark said, “Well, I won't insist 
on your doing as I wish, for I wouldn't 
like to trust Baby to an unwilling nurse. 
You may dust the parlor, but leave the 
sideboard alone. You are not to touch 
that. I do not want any of my china 
ornaments broken. Be sure you leave 
the sideboard alone.” Then Mrs. Clark 
took the baby with her to the kitchen. 

If Olive had really wanted to help her 
mother, she would have been willing to 
take care of the baby. But what she 
really wanted was fun for herself. So 
it is not strange that after she had dusted 
the piano, the table, and two or three 
chairs, she was tired of that job. Olive 
did not go to ask her mother for some- 
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thing else to do, because she was afraid 
it would not be something she liked to 
do. She stood in the middle of the floor 
‘vondering what to do next. The morn- 
ng sun came in through the window 
nd rested on the sideboard. How pretty 
ill the ornaments looked in the sun! I 


vish Mother would let me dust the side-* 


soard, thought Olive. That would be 
fun. She wants it dusted, I know. It’s 
only because she’s afraid I’d break some- 
thing, that she told me not to touch it. 
Of course she doesn’t want her things 
broken, because they are presents her 
friends gave her. That rainbow vase on 
the top came from India, I know. How 
pretty the gold on it looks mixed in 
with all the other colors! I’m sure I 
wouldn't break anything. I'll dust the 
sideboard, but I’ll be very careful. When 
Mother sees that I’ve dusted it without 
breaking anything, she’ll want me to do 
it next time. ... 

Olive knew that she had no business 
to touch anything on the sideboard after 
her mother had told her to leave it alone, 
but she wanted to so much that she did 
it anyway. She pulled a chair over and 
got on it so that she could reach the 
high shelves. One by one she took down 
the ornaments and put them carefully 
on the table before dusting the emptied 
shelves. Then picking up the ornaments 
one at a time, she again wiped off each 
one before setting it back in place. She 
got everything safely up again except 
the beautiful rainbow vase from India 
that stood on the top shelf. 

Olive was standing on the chair with 
the vase in her hands when she heard 
a noise by the door. It was being pushed 
wider open. Startled, she turned to look, 
fearing it was her mother. But it was 
only the cat. However, as she turned 
back, her foot slipped off the chair. Olive 
seized hold of the sideboard to keep from 
falling, and somehow the beautiful vase 
slipped out of her hands and fell to the 
floor, breaking into three pieces. 

Olive stood looking at the broken vase 
in horror. There was nothing in the 
house that her mother thought more of 
than that vase. It was so beautiful, and 
had come from such a dear missionary 
friend . Olive knew that she ought 
to go and tell her mother what she had 
done. and how sorry she was... . But 
she felt sure that her mother would pun- 
ish her for disobedience anyway. , , . 
So she stood looking at the vase, won- 
dering how she could get out of trouble. 

At last, she picked up the broken 
pieces and fitted the parts together. 
“Then she climbed on the chair again, 
holding it together, and put it up on its 
hich shelf. She pushed it around until 
she got it in such a position that the 
cracks did not show. Then she went 
quietly upstairs to her room and sat 

iown on her bed, feeling very unhappy. 
When would her mother find out about 

he vase? Olive hoped her mother 


uld think it broke of itself, the next 
time she took hold of it, 
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By and by she heard her mother go 
into the front room, and after a while 
she heard her coming up the stairs. 
Olive wished she could hide or run away, 
but her mother came into the room be- 
fore she could decide what to do. 

Her mother looked sad as she said, 
“Olive, my beautiful china vase from 
India is broken! Tell me how it hap- 
pened.” 

Olive said: “I don’t know anything 
about it. But I saw the cat go into the 
room. Maybe he knocked it down and 
broke it.” 

Olive’s mother looked sadder than 
ever. She said, “Olive, if the cat had 
knocked my vase down, could he have 
picked it up again and put it back on 
the shelf?” 

Then Olive knew it was no use to try 
to hide her sin any longer. She began 
to cry as she said: “Oh, Mother, I broke 
your vase! I’m sorry. -I didn’t mean to 
do it.” 

After a few minutes’ silence Mrs. Clark 
said: “I’m quite sure that breaking the 
vase was an accident, and I don’t punish 
you for accidents. But disobeying me 
was not an accident, and I must punish 
you for that. Because you disobeyed 
me, you must stay up here and eat your 
lunch alone in your room. And I'll have 
to give you another punishment for 
telling me a lie about it. Because you 
said you didn’t know anything about 
it, when you did, I will not let you go 
to spend next week with your cousin 
Lily, as I had planned to do. I cannot let 
a girl out of my sight who cannot be 
trusted.” 

Then her mother went downstairs and 
Olive was left alone. She cried and cried. 
She did not like to eat lunch alone in 
her room, and she was greatly disap- 
pointed that she could not go to visit 
her cousin, because they always had such 
nice times together. 

But as Olive sat there she knew that 
she deserved her two punishments. She 
thought of a verse she had learned in 
Sunday school: “He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper: but whoso con- 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy.” That is true, thought Olive. 
I am not prospering a bit. I seem to 
have nothing but trouble. 

After a while Olive knelt down and 
told the Lord Jesus all about it. She 
said to Him: “Please take all my sins 
away and make me Your child. Help 
me not to cover my sins any more, but 
to confess and forsake them.” This made 
Olive feel better, and, later on, when 
she went downstairs, she did everything 
her mother told her without arguing. 
Every day she asked the Lord Jesus to 
help her do right, and whenever she did 
do something wrong, she asked Him to 
help her confess it. When she remem- 
bered the broken vase, it helped her to 
tell the truth. One day Olive said to 
her mother, “I love that verse, ‘He that 
covereth his sins shall not prosper: but 
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whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy.’” 

“Why do you like that verse particu- 
larly?” asked her mother. 

Olive’s cheeks got pink as she an- 
swered, “Because it helped me come to 


‘Jesus the day I broke your beautiful 


vase.” 

“I am very glad, dear,” said her 
mother, 

By and by Mrs, Clark decided that 
Olive could be trusted, so before the 
summer was over, she allowed her to 
visit her cousin and have a lovely va- 
cation. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1953 


HE Sunpay ScHoot Times list of les- 

sons, in the International Uniform 
series, for 1953 is now available. This 
convenient pamphlet-size guide to the 
International Uniform Lessons lists the 
lessons for the year in chronological 
order, giving the over-all lesson titles, 
Scripture references, and Golden Texts, 
and then gives the devotional readings 
and the specific topics for the various de- 
partments of the Sunday school. 


It is a tool, not only for superintend- 
ents and teachers, but for the pupils as 
well. Some schools place these lists in 
the hands of each pupil as an encour- 
agement for lesson preparation. Some 
use them in the Sunday school sessions, 
instead of lesson leaflets, as a stimulus to 
the use of the Bible itself in the classroom 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Some superintendents use these lists to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for lesson preparation. Many readers of 
Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs use this lesson 
list in preparing and submitting illus- 
trations for “The Illustration Round 
Table” in the lesson department each 
week, 

Why not send for a supply of these 
lesson lists and discover how they can 
help in your school or class? They may 
be obtained at 15 cents a copy, $1.50 a 
dozen, or $12 a hundred from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 5. Just ask 
for the 1953 lesson list. 


" 
A Gospel Ship in Alaskan Waters 


ROM 20 different universities, col- 

leges and schools 38 students repre- 
senting 18 denominations conducted 50 
daily vacation Bible schools in British 
Columbia and Alaska last summer for 
ovér 2,200 boys and girls. 

This is the third summer that Captain 
C. F. Stabbert of Seattle, under the 
auspices of the Marine Medical Mission, 
Inc.,t has taken the 136-foot converted 








1P. O. Box 364, Seattle 11, Wash. 
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minesweeper M.V. Willis Shank up 
North for summer Bible work, 

First-time professions for salvation 
totaled 388 and 40 made decisions for 
full-time Christian service, 

Miss Helen R. Carlson of the Multno- 
mah School of the Bible in Portland, 
Oreg., directed the extensive program, 
and Mr. Percy E. Wills of the Shanty- 
men’s Christian Association from Victo- 
ria, B. C.. was dean. Mr. Wills used five 
boats, three cars, and one airplane to 
shuttle teams. 

While the steams were holding Bible 
schools, the ship’s dentist and nurse met 
the medical and dental needs of many 
natives, who seldom see a doctor, 


we 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





The System Bible Study. (The Sys- 
tem Bible Co., 208 Nichols Road, Kansas 
City 2, Mo., genuine Morocco, leather 
lined, $22:75; dark brown Artcraft, 
$19.75.) Bound and styled like a hand- 
some Bible, with thin Bible paper, limp 
back, and round corners, this work of 
nearly 1,400 pages is really a compre- 
hensive system of Bible study helps, 
published originally in 1922, and now re- 
vised and enlarged. Its list of contrib- 
utors includes both Conservatives and 
Liberals— such names as Edgar J. Banks, 
A.M., Ph.D.; Frederick J. Bliss, A.M., 
Ph.D.; Henry Van Dyke, A.M., D.D., 
LL.D.; John Alfred Faulkner, D.D., 
LL.D.; James B, Gambrell, D.D., LL.D.; 
George Trumbull Ladd, D.D., LL.D.; G. 
Campbell Morgan, D.D.; A. T. Robertson, 
D.D., LL.D.; George L. Robinson, D.D., 
LL.D., Ph.D.; John R. Sampey, D.D., 
LL.D.; and many others, 

The first section of the volume de- 
votes some 333 pages to a “Historical 
Digest,” arranged alphabetically in the 
form of a Bible dictionary and ency- 
clopedia and containing nearly 6,000 
articles giving a description and history 
of characters and places mentioned 
in the Bible, and information about 
the various books of the Bible. In 
this section will also be found a 
“Chronological Chart of Old Testa- 
ment Times,” a “Chart of Interbiblical 
and New Testament Times,” a list of 
“Miracles of the Old Testament,” “Mir- 
acles of Jesus,” “Miracles Wrought by 
the Holy Spirit and the Apostles and 
Other Disciples,” a list of “Answered 
Prayers” in the Bible, two lists of par- 
ables, and some sixty-four photographs 
of a wide variety of scenes in Bible 
lands, each with a carefully prepared 
description, 
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The comments in the “Historical Di- 
gest” are in many instances sound and 
true, but in a number of test spots 
there are strange and unfortunate con- 
cessions to the critical: viewpoint. This 
is noticeable especially in the informa- 
tion given about the various books of 
the Bible. For example, concerning 
Genesis this statement is made: 

“It is nowhere affirmed in the Bible 
that Moses wrote all the Pentateuch as 
we now have it; but there is abundant 
testimony that he is the great personal- 
ity and writer to whom we owe much 
that is contained in these books. If 
contemporary and later writers have 
added to his writings, we need not be 
disturbed, unless it could be shown that 
they have perverted the _ revelation 
given through Moses.” 

In another comment on this same book 
are found these statements: 

“The fact that the creation of the sun 
is placed in the fourth day is proof that 
we do not have in this chapter a strictly 
scientific account of the events sketched; 
for no modern scientist would place the 
creation of the sun after that of the 
earth. While the scientist must admire 
much in this sketch of the creative proc- 
ess as anticipating some of the views 
of modern students of nature, he would 
not interpret the Hebrew story as a cold 
and scientifically accurate account of 
the order of events.” 

“The long creative process is com- 
pressed within the limits of a week of 
days. The author evidently wished to 
put emphasis on the observance of the 
Sabbath.” 

Of the Book of Isaiah, after some very 
hearty comments concerning the rich 
Messianic elements and comfort to be 
found therein, is this comment: 

“Critical opinion among both Jews 
and Christians affirms with confidence 
that the roll of Isaiah contains the writ- 
ings of more than one great author. As 
long as critical scholars handle the sacred 
writings reverently, and ascribe to the 
various authors proper motives, the plain 
Christian reader gladly welcomes any 
new light on the composition of the 
different books of the Bible. Fortu- 
nately, the question of the number of 
authors in the roll of Isaiah is one that 
need not disturb the faith of the reader, 
unless the critic should seek by late 
dating of parts of the book to undermine 
the value of the predictive element con- 
tained in the roll. . . . Although much 
can still be said in favor of the tradi- 
tional view of the unity of the book, 
the treasures of moral and spiritual truth 
in this book of modern compass are so 
great that one may well conclude that 
several great and original minds must 
have given of their best to produce 
such a book.” 

Concerning the Book of Jonah, the 
“Historical Digest” has this to say: 

“There has been much discussion as 
to the historicity of the storv of Jonah, 
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many unbelieving critics and some rev- 
erent Christian scholars contending that 
the story is a parable, or at least a work 
of the imagination, and not sober his- 
tory. The great missionary message 
would still be the central teaching of 
the book, whether the narrative is his- 
tory or parable. Most Christians natu- 
rally infer from the references to the 
story in the New Testament that we 
are dealing with real events in the Book 
of Jonah. ,.. . There is not the slightest 
hint in the language of our Lord that 
He regarded the story as a parable, and 
not history. We do not for a moment 
overlook the fact that Jesus embodied 
some of His greatest teaching in parables, 
and there could be no valid objection 
to the use of parable by an ancient 
prophet. If one cannot believe in real 
miracles, of course the story in Jonah 
could not be history: for there is the 
physical miracle of the fish, and also the 
moral miracle of the conversion of the 
Ninevites.” Thus the reader at these 
critical points is first told of the great 
value of the particular book of the Bible 
under discussion, and then left without 
any clear assurance as to the verbal in- 
spiration of the Scriptures. He may take 
his choice as to which path he wishes 
to follow. 

Section II of the work (787 pages) is 
largely a compilation of Scripture verses 
and portions under various subjects such 
as “General Prophecies and Their Ful- 
fillment”; “Prophecies Concerning Jesus 
and Their Fulfillment”: “Prophecies Made 
by Jesus and Their Fulfillment”; “The 
Four Gospels Paralleled”; “The Most 
Used and Most Loved Verses”; “Mothers’ 
Selections and Memory Verses for 
Young People,” and the like. The classi- 
fication of Scripture verses under a wide 
variety of subjects in this portion will 
be found particularly useful and help- 
ful as will also a series of lectures in 
this section by Dr. G. Campbell Morgan 
on “How to Study the Bible and How 
to Teach the Bible.” 

One considerable portion (some 70 
pages) of this second section is given 
up to “Character Building and Moral 
Philosophy.” Here under a wide variety 
of subjects such as ability, ambition, as- 
surance, cheerfulness, concentration, de- 
termination, and the like, are compiled 
quotations from a strange group of 
“authorities,” ranging all the way from 
Socrates, Seneca, and Epicurus through 
Bacon, Shakespeare, to Chesterfield, 
Coleridge, Emerson, Herbert Spencer, 
and the like. Naturally from such a 
variety of sources there is some good ad- 
vice, but certainly little clear teaching 
of Scripture concerning character build- 
ing, which one would expect to find in a 
Bible study help. 

Mention should be made of the “Mas- 
ter Index” included in this work, which 
contains over 5,000 references to key 
words and subjects mentioned in The 
System Bible Study, and which is ex- 
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ceedingly useful to anyone using the 
work. A group of thirteen excellent 
maps of Bible lands printed clearly on 
heavy map’ paper and fully indexed is 
also included. 

All in all there is a wealth of exceed- 
ingly useful and valuable information 
made readily available in this volume 
for the discerning and informed Sunday 
school teacher and Bible student, but 
it cannot be recommended to be placed 
in the hands of the uninitiated young 
Christian, who would only be confused 
by such statements as those quoted above 
that cast doubt on the verbal inspiration 
of the Word, ° 


Legends of St. Anne and Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus. By Nancy Hearn Grif- 
fin. (“His Word” Publications, P, O. Box 
366-M, Pasadena 18, Calif., $1.) Here is 
a rather strange compilation of legends 
and Scripture, by one who believes the 
Bible and wants to win souls for Christ. 
Fantastic stories about St. Anne and 
Mary are quoted at length from Roman 
Catholic writers, as well as instructions 
for the worship of Mary. About half 
of the 112-page book is occupied with 
these, and then follow extensive quota- 
tions from the Scriptures, with some in- 
terpolated comments, to show the falsity 
of the Roman traditions and teachings. 
The aim of the book is to help Catholics 
see the truth, and to show Protestants 
what Catholics believe about St. Anne 
and Mary. Many texts are given to show 
how to be saved. Twenty appropriate 
hymns and choruses are included. The 
concluding section is part of the testi- 
mony of Charles Chiniquy, a converted 
Roman Catholic priest (from “The Gift,” 
Continental Press, Philadelphia 6). This 


clearly shows that salvation is a gift, to 


be received by faith. 


The Tripiets Go to Camp. By Bertha 
B. Moore. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) In this, the 
thirteenth of Miss Moore’s Three Baer 
series, the Baer triplets go to the finest 
kind of camp for children. Also they 
go with a purpose—at least Ted does, 
for the group of campers includes 
Smarty Sam, who definitely is not a 
Christian. And Director Barry has asked 
Ted to look after Sam and to be his 
friend. But how can you be a pal toa 
boy who disobeys orders and gets lost 
the first thing, and who says he can swim 
then pretty near drowns himself and his 
rescuer, too? It takes a whale of a lot 
of patience, but Ted does pis best with 
the Lord’s help. Even when Sam steals 
out of camp at night, Ted follows, trying 
to play up to the culprit and keep him 
out of trouble. Then both boys run into 
an adventure they never dreamed was 
waiting. And Ted uses the danger in it 
to show Sam how important it is to be 
ready for death as well as life. At last, 
when the campers are on the way home, 
Sam proves he is changed by accepting 
Christ and promising to come to the 


Baers’ Sunday school. 
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A Friend for Beanie. By Susan B. Con- 
sky. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $1.95.) 
Beanie, alias Benjamin; was only six, so 
what a lot of fun he did have on his 
grandfather’s farm, There 4vere chickens 
to feed and pet, ducks and turkeys, too. 
Once, old Mr. Gobble chased him right 
up a tree, scaring him only a little less 
than he, the turkey, was scared when 
Beanie fell out of the tree almost on top 
of him. There were fish to catch and 
this also was fun, even if Beanie did 
fall into the creek when Grandpa was 
snoozing. There were pigs to feed and 
Spotty, the calf, to ride, though when 
he tried this last, Spotty threw him right 
on top of a barbed-wire fence. But the 
most fun of all was when Jimmy and his 
parents moved into the house next door, 
for very soon Jimmy’s mother began 
telling her boy’s new playmate about 
Jesus and about being saved. Then 
Jimmy took Beanie to Sunday school. 
Naturally it wasn’t long till Beanie was 
saved, And Grandpa and Grandma gave 
their hearts to the Lord, too. 

A true-blue story for Primaries—120 
pages with life photographs scattered 
throughout, on fine paper and with large 
clear print. 


Words of Encouragement. By August 
Van Ryn, (Walterick Printing Co., Fort 
Dodge, Iowa, $2.50.) One hundred sub- 
jects are treated in this second edition of 
a work that first appeared in shorter 
form containing only fifty-two articles. 
The contents originally were circulated 
as monthly letters. The author’s knowl- 
edge of the Bible, unusual lining-up of 
related texts, and originality of comment 
are in evidence on every page. Here 
if meat, as well as milk, of the Word 
of God. Mr. Van Ryn exalts the Lord 
Jesus Christ as man’s only Saviour, ex- 
tols the mercy of God, and exhorts men 
as needy sinners to count upon His sav- 
ing and sufficient grace. Thoroughly 
Scriptural, deeply devotional, full of 
comfort and assurance, these messages 
will encourage and enlighten the saints, 


In the Name of Christ. By John D. 
Unruh. (Herald Press, Scottdale, Pa., 
$3.75.) For the past thirty years the vari- 
ous branches and groups of Mennonites 
in the United States have been develop- 
ing a unity and solidarity that has been 
expressed in a world-wide humanitarian 
service, richly flavored with the impera- 
tives of the Gospel, and it has all been 
done “in the name of Christ.” A re- 
markable record (1920-1951) is unfolded 
in the 400 pages of this book. Some 
chapters cover such interesting historic 
items as “Mennonite Origins,” “Russian 
Emergency Calls for Aid,” and “Early 
Relief Efforts in Europe.” 

The past decade saw a great advance- 
ment of this ministry, and “at the peak, 
which was reached in the summer of 
1947, there were 317 workers serving in 
21 foreign countries in this army of good 
will. Never in four centuries of Men- 
nonite history has the name of the 
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church been spread over such a wide 
area.” It is particularly commendable 
that this service has not been ashamed 
of the Gospel of grace, and real mission- 
ary centers have frequently developed 
from war-work beginnings. The book 
is also well illustrated, 

Glory of the Morn. By Edith Hancock. 
(Bruce Humphries, Inc., Boston 16; 
$1.25.) Scripture is often silent about de- 
tails that the curious mind would like 
to know. At such points men have al- 
lowed their imaginations to work, some- 
times with good results. Here is a sam- 
ple of such creative effort. It is a short 
story, fast-moving and convincing, of 
Barabbas, in whose place Christ Jesus. 
was crucified. The tale is well told. Its 
scenes and episodes are within the 
bounds of possibility. Most impressive 
is the description of the garden around 
the Saviour’s tomb and its atmosphere 
in the early hours of the Resurrection 
morn. The reactions of Barabbas to the 
crucifixion of Christ and to His rising 
from the dead are as any Christian would 
want them to be, and they are satisfy- 
ingly portrayed. 

God’s Plan and Man’s Destiny. By 
Viola Mary Cameron. (May be had from 
the author, Box 332, Truro, Nova Scotia, 
$1.95, paper.) Written in simple lan- 
guage, this volume is a survey of Chris- 
tian doctrine in the Calvinistic tradition, 
There is an emphasis on the theology 
of the covenants, distinguishing the vari- 
ous dispensations as divisions within the 
covenant of grace. The author is a pre- 
millennialist, with leanings toward a 
pre-Tribulation rapture. Many Scrip- 
tures are referred to as proof of the vari- 
ous doctrines, and the volume is replete 
with quotations from theolegians, espe- 
cially of the reformed tradition. 

The volume seems well adapted to the 
needs of young people and of young 
Christians who desire a primer in Chris- 
tian doctrine. 


” 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 1 
2. Dare To Believe 
(Luke 7:1-10) 
Topics are copyrighted by the Internationa) 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


AST week's meeting was devoted to 
a consideration of the first part of 
the theme, “Strive To Know—Dare To 
Believe,” which was chosen for the en- 
tire Christian Endeavor Week—Youth 
Week, January 25 to February 2. This 
Sunday, which is widely observed as 
Christian Endeavor Sunday, has for its 
topic the second part of that theme, 
“Dare To Believe.” 
we 
We saw something last week of the 
vital importance of knowing Christ—not 
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knowing merely about Him, but know- 
ing Him even better than we know our 
dearest earthly friend. It is equally true 
in the realm of belief emphasized by our 
topic this week that it is of infinite im- 
portance that we believe in Christ. The 
mere act of having faith is not enough. 
The Mohammedan has a certain amount 
of faith in Mohammed and in the Koran, 
The Buddhist pins his faith on the dead 
Buddha and upon a set of precepts that 
Buddha is supposed to have uttered 
while he was living. But that kind of 
faith is not saving faith, as we learn very 
soon from God’s Word, which speaks 
to us of the heathen who center their 
faith upon gods that neither see nor hear 
nor understand. The living faith of the 
Christian is centered upon a person, and 
that person is the Lord Jesus.Christ, the 
Son of the living God. It is Christ that 
we are to dare to believe. As Paul puts 
it, “I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him 
against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). 


wg 


There are some “dares” in life that 
involve considerable risk or danger. 
When a corporal dares to lead his squad 
up a hill in the face of withering enemy 
fire, he runs the risk of being severely 
wounded or even killed. When a busi- 
nessman dares everything on a business 
venture, he may risk severe financial loss 
or even bankruptcy. But when anyone 
dares to believe Christ it is a far dif- 
ferent matter. He stands to lose nothing 
that is worth while or enduring, and he 
puts himself in line for infinite gain. 
Peter responded in the way that each of 
us should respond who are confronted 
with the challenge to believe and follow 
Christ. He said, you will remember, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast 
the words of eternal life. And we be- 
lieve and are sure that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (John 
6:68, 69). 

For us it is not so much that we should 
be troubled or hesitant to dare to be- 
lieve and follow Christ. The sobering 
question that we should face is, Dare we 
refuse to believe and follow Him. No- 
where in Heaven or earth is there any 
other assurance of peace and joy and 
lasting satisfaction here and now and 
eternal blessing for the future. No other 
leader or teacher that this world has 
ever known offers any payment for sins 
of the past, any victory over sin of the 
present, or any security against sin in 
the future, “for there is none other name 
under heaven given among ' men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 


bd 


And think for a moment about what 
the Lord Jesus Christ asks us to give up 
in order to believe and follow Him and 
then compare, if you will, the value of 
what He asks of us with what He offers 
to us. He asks us to take up our cross, 
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and pointing out the Modernism in the 
new version of the Bible published by 
the National Counc il of Churches. 
Pamphlet in great demand. By the Rev. 
Carl McIntire, D. D. president, Inter- 
national Council of Christian Churches. 
10 cents a copy; 12 for $1; 25 for $2; 100 
for $7.50. Order from 
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not His cross but ours, and to follow 
Him. The cross to the Christian always 
means death—death to self, to self-plans, 
to self-ambitions, and self-desires. He 
asks of us our foolish and ineffective 
striving, our stubborn wills, our evil 
tempers, our envious and jealous natures, 
and all the ugly and sinful desires of 
our hearts and He offers to us His pure 
love, gentleness and meekness, self-con- 
trol, goodness, and all the other ninefold 
fruit of the Spirit (Gal, 5:22). Dare we 
refuse such an offer? 


4 
The centurion, in the Scripture les- 
son for this week from Luke 7, came to 
the place where he was no longer will- 
ing to put any confidence in his own 
importance or position, or in his own 
strength. He recognized his own un- 
worthiness, and threw himself com- 
pletely on the goodness and the mercy 
of the Lord Jesus. But, by doing so, he 
gained the longing desire of his heart 
—the restoration of a beloved and valued 
servant. A man once said to a Christian 
worker who had been dealing with him 
regarding salvation, “I would give all I 
possess to have your faith.” The Chris- 
tian replied, “That is exactly what it will 
cost you.” All we have and are in ex- 
change for all of Christ! What an ex- 
change! Dare we turn from it? Real 
belief in Christ means a complete and 
wholehearted and unreserved committal 
to Him of all that we have and are, and 
someone has well put the true definition 
of faith in acrostic form: 
F orsaking 
A ll 
I 
T ake 
H im 
PHILADFIPHIA, 
w 


Moody Institute Films on 


Sunday School Teaching 


EVEN points in effective Sunday 
school teaching are cleverly demon- 
strated in a new series of Moody Bible 
Institute films. The first is a colored 
moving picture, entitled “No Vacant 
Chairs,” showing a young man teacher 
trying without success to hold the atten- 
tion of his boys. He takes his problem 
to the superintendent, who, by means 
of questions and tactful suggestions, 
shows how the young man can become 
a good teacher. The scene changes fre- 
quently as the superintendent talks, and 
classes are visited where the teachers 
are getting good results. The superin- 
tendent explains by means of charts that 
the seven factors in good teaching are: 
(1).the teacher, (2) the pupil, (3) lan- 
guage familiar to both, (4) the lesson, 
(5) the teaching process, (6) the learn- 
ing process, (7) review and application. 
These seven subjects are taken up in 
“filmstrips,” each of which contains a 
series of colored still pictures that de- 
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velop and vividly illustrate the topic. 
There is an eighth filmstrip that recapit- 
ulates the others, 

Taken altogether, these films provide a 
very good, short course in teacher train- 
ing. There is a sound track with the 
first one, which takes fifteen minutes. 
The others are just a little shorter, and 
do not require a moving picture machine. 
These are shown through a 35-millimeter 
projector. The dialogue is furnished in 
a “Leaders Guide” which accompanies 
the filmstrips or, for those who have 
sound facilities, narration is available 
on record or sound tape. 

Complete information on the availabil- 
ity of this new material may be obtained 
from the Film Department, Moody Bible 
Institute, 820 N. LaSalle St., Chicago 10. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 26 to February 1 


Mon.—Matthew 18:23-35. 
An Unforgiving Servant. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Delivered ... 
to the tormentors. . . . So likewise shall 
my heavenly Father do also unto you, if 
ye from your hearts forgive not every 
one his brother their trespasses.” This 
side of Christian experience is seldom 
mentioned in Christian gatherings. How- 
ever, it is a very solemn truth that needs 
to be kept before all Christians. “Tor- 
mentation” is a common experience, but 
how little do we connect it with an un- 
forgiving spirit. Read the text over 
again and consider that our God of love 
is also a God of discipline. Pray for 
Christians who are cold and indifferent 
toward other Christians because of im- 
aginary or actual misdeeds. 


Tues.—Matthew 19:3-9. 
Teachings Concerning Divorce. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They twain shall 
be one flesh.” God is against divorce. 
“Let none deal treacherously against the 
wife of his youth” (Mal, 2:15). Is it 
not easy to see why? And be it remem- 
bered that whosoever shall marry her 
that is divorced even for vice shall be 
guilty of adultery (Matt. 5:32). In God’s 
thought the divorced are still married 
(see Luke 16:18). Pray against the ris- 
ing divorce evil, 
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Wed.—Psalm 50:7-15. 
The Wealth of the World Is God’s. 
PRAYER Succestions: “The world is 
mine, and the fulness thereof.” One of 
the eternal plagues of souls in perdition 
will be that they forgot God their maker, 
and worshiped and served creation more 
than the Creator. The world for the 
most part is in rebellion against God. 
They want all they can get of God’s 
world ,without God. Here we are in 
God’s world with life, health, wealth, 
and all else through His mercy, yet for 
the most part forgetful of God our 
maker, preserver, and friend. Pray for 
an awakening that will be like a little 
day of judgment in its power in the 
hearts of sinners who need to be turned 
from the power of Satan unto God, 


Thurs.—Malachi 3:8-12, 
“Will a Man Rob God?” 

PrRaYER SuccEsTions: “Will a man rob 
God?” Yes, that is the common practice 
of most of us. We are great on appro- 
priating God’s possessions because we 
live on His estate as “sojourners.” How 
few even pray, “Give us this day our 
daily bread,” even though it is His bread, 
and does not belong to us who need its 
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sustentation. And when it comes to giv- 
ing proportionately on the “first day of 
the week,” how weak we are in this de- 
votion! Let us consider our ways. Pray 
for a heart to please the Lord, from cov- 
etousness made free; one that will please 
Him every day, wherever you may be. 


Fri.—Luke 16:19-31. Rich Man, Poor Man. 

PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “A certain rich 
man , .. and there was a certain beg- 
gar.” Thus our Lord in a few words 
portrays the inequalities of life in this 
world, and the great gulf between the 
portions of those who live in Paradise 
and perdition. Better have little here 
and Heaven at last, than to- have all the 
good things here and miss eternal joys 
in the next world. Keep in mind what 
our Lord said about the two roads—the 
“narrow” and the “broad.” Many there 
be that choose the latter. Does it not 
trouble you to find it so? Pray that the 
Holy Spirit will awaken preachers and 
their people to these realities, 


Sat.—Matthew 6:19-24. 
Treasures in Heaven. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Lay up for your- 
selves treasures in heaven.” Getting 
credits down here for good services can 
for many spoil rewards that God prefers 
to give in Heaven. Of many" it may be 
said, “Verily . they have their re- 
ward.” God holds out many rewards to 
us to enliven and motivate works of 
faith. Faithfulness to God-willed duty 
is encouraged by great rewards. “Glory, 
honour, and peace” is held out to every 
soul that worketh good (Rom, 2:10). 
Have “respect unto the recompence of 
the reward” (Heb. 11:26). Pray for a 
sharper eye of faith to discern things to 
come, 


Sun.—1 Timothy 6:6-12. 
Seek Godliness, Not Gold. 
PraYeR SuccestTions: “O man of God, 
flee these things; and follow after right- 
eousness . . . lay hold on eternal life.” 
The world passeth away. The hands that 
hold its treasures will soon relax and 
leave them to others. Godliness with a 
contented spirit is wealth indeed. Over 
in the next world we shall not ask, How 
much did he leave? but, What are his 
honors, glory, rewards? Going through 
this world as its Maker did in the days 
of His flesh befits the calling of a Chris- 
tian. Pray that your love of the world 
may be more and more transferred to 
Christ, 
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We have the new loose- 


leaf as well as 35 other 


Scofied F 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zip 
to fit, FOWLERS, 113 Mein, Homburg, New York. 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


respond to Bible teaching with special glory 
to God. Free correspondence lessons sent. 
Prayer helpers urgently needed. 

CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 








, Meeting the need of the hour 
ce. ALL-BIBLE GRADED SERIES 


f of Sunday School lessons 
“The whole Bible for your 
whole Sunday School” 

434 SOUTH WABASH 

Cancase $6. iL 













A SCRIPTURE PRESS 





EVERYDAY 


ast’: Satin Velour and Metallic 
new cards never before 
Sp 








to 100% ‘profit Proc bame les. Se 
ed Stationery, Charmettes, Napkins, 
other Personalized Items. 50 other 
Assortments retail from 1 60c to$ 1.25. 
eusce $1 boxes ON APPROVAL. No 

xperience needed. Start n 1ow—WRITE TODAY! 





PuRO CO., 2801 aceuet St., Dept. 3104-A, St. Louis 3, Mo. 
to any evangelical Christian minister, 
Sunday school or missionary superin- 
tendent, one copy of 


“GOD’S LOVING MONEY RULE” 


for each family in his congregation providing he will 
agree to give a talk on TITHING before distribution. 
Write stating number of leaflets desired to 


Suite 816, 3440-S Wilshire Boulevard 


TITHER Los Angeles 5, California 








PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
—__—_ Fwinilure 


* + EARLY LIVERY + + 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 








YOU ARE INVITED 


share the responsibility of providing a 
Christian education for our young people 
today. Never has the need been greater. 
Your gift will help train the pastors, mis- 
sionaries, and Christian laymen of to- 
morrow. Address: 


Shelton College 


Or. 1.Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 





Central 


American Mission 


The Central A Bible Institute 


TRAINING YOUNG PEOPLE TO REACH 
10,000,000 Souls of Central America 


Claims Your Interest and Help 


For full information on this and other missionary activities 
in the six Central American Republics write for 
LITERATURE 

<q 1952 Graduation Class 





= 3611 Congress Avenue 
= Dallas 19, Texas 








HE 
| BRAVED THE 
ARENA! 





















WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET 
Through the Arch, an interesting 
picture booklet of student life at mst, 
is yours for the asking. With it 
you'll receive the new school catalog, 
giving complete information about 
all courses. Address Office of 
Admissions, Room S$ 829 











Interdenominational . . . Evangelistic i 


At the time of the Emperor Hadrian, Agapetus, a Roman boy, 
was arrested and placed before an altar. He was given incense and 
bidden to throw it on the fire in the name of one of the heathen 
deities. Although only 15 years old, Agapetus was an earnest 
Christian. “I cannot worship idols,” he said. 


His persecutors brought whips and scourged him. Because he still 
remained true to his Lord, they hung him up by his feet. 

But not even then would he yield. He found, as Paul did, that 
“the Lord stood by him and strengthened him.” 


Angered that such a lad dared to resist them, the authorities once 
again ordered him to sacrifice. Agapetus refused, and they poured 
hot water on him until he lay helpless and half conscious. The next 
day he was pushed through heavy iron gates into an arena filled 
with hungry lions. But to the end he was comforted by a favorite 
verse: “Blessed be God who always causeth us to triumph in Christ.”’ 


Today at MBI... you can study the Bible without fear of 
persecution. Yes, Agapetus suffered many things for his faith, 

but today, in this great land of America, you can 
study the Word of God without even paying tuition 
This training is given free—provided by the gifts 
of God’s people who want to do their part toward 
training young men and women for fruitful 


Christian service. 








MOODY'S THREE-YEAR PROGRAM gives you practical training in one of 
eight basic fields: General Bible, Sacred Music, Christian Education, 
Christian Education-Music, Missions, Jewish Missions, Missionary 
Technical, or Pastors. Each course includes a thorough study of the 
Word of God. Practical Christian work assignments give you 
opportunities to use your training and gain valuable experience. 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. LaSalle Street + Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, preswent * Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, pean 































